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THE SMALL 
FAMEYBAR 

During  June  and  July  this  year  for  the  first  time  you'll  be  able 
to  buy  the  complete  Durex  range  of  family  planning  products  tastefully 


displayed  in  an  attractive  counter  display  stand. 


The  result  is  bound  to  be  an  increase  in  sales,  and  with  a  % 


generous  profit  margin  for  you  too  on  each  bar.  # 
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All  is  revealed 


There  have  long  been  rumblings  that 
the  Minister  for  Health  had 
something  nasty  up  his  sleeve  on  the 
question  of  discounts  on  "ethicals"  and 
the  prices  paid  to  contractors  by  way 
of  NHS  remuneration.  A  hint  of 
confirmation  came  last  week  when 
Macarthys  gave  notice  of  a  "significant 
reduction"  in  discounts  with  effect 
from  July — adding  that  the  timing  was 
dictated  by  "the  imminence  of  the 
interim  clawback  by  the  DHSS". 

On  Tuesday,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee's 
negotiating  team  met  the  Minister, 
Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  and  came  away 
licking  its  wounds.  And  furious. 

So  furious  in  fact  that  the  full 
Committee,  when  it  met  on  Wednesday, 
decided  to  "go  public"  on  the  whole 
issue.  From  the  document  PSNC  has 
•released  it  can  be  seen  that  Dr  Vaughan 
has  been  true  to  his  word  to  the  LPC 
conference  in  March — he  does  not 
intend  to  give  contractors  the  money 
due  to  them  (he  agrees  that  it  is  indeed 
owed  by  the  Department)  by  way  of 
increased  costs,  but  he  does  plan  to 
take  from  contractors  the  money  they 
may  be  seen  to  owe  him  by  way  of 
extra  discounts  paid  by  wholesalers. 

On  the  latter  point  there  can  be  no 
real  argument  since  no  contractor  can 
say  he  has  accepted  the  discounts  in 
ignorance  that  in  the  long  run  they 
would  be  "clawed  back" — we  have 
warned  of  the  outcome  in  this  column 
ever  since  RPM  began  to  break  down. 

But  in  the  back  of  everyone's  mind 
have  been  a  couple  of  thoughts.  First 
is  that  if  the  discounts  were  to  be 
clawed  back  eventually  it  was  prudent 
to  make  sure  you  were  among  the 
recipients.  This  has  meant  a 
concentration  of  buying  power  for  the 
smaller  contractor,  even  to  the  extent 
of  reliance  on  a  single  wholesaler  with 
all  that  means  in  terms  of  a  poorer 


service  to  the  NHS  patient.  More 
important  to  remuneration,  however, 
has  been  the  knowledge  that  in  times  of 
inflation  remuneration  is  always  in 
"underpayment"  as  costs  rise  more 
steeply  than  allowed  for  in  the 
projected  balance  sheet.  Thus  the 
discount  could  be  seen  at  the  very  least 
as  "money  on  account".  What  the 
Minister  proposed  to  do  is  to  unbalance 
the  equation  and  leave  contractors 
high  and  dry.  Release  of  the  PSNC 
statement  has  come  too  late  for 
detailed  consideration,  but  in  broad 
terms  it  shows  that  Dr  Vaughan  is 
having  scant  regard  to  the  needs  of 
the  patient  for  a  comprehensive 
pharmaceutical  service.  It  would  'be 
reasonable  in  this  economic  climate 
not  to  expect  chemist  contractors  to 
receive  more  than  their  fair  share  of 
the  salary  increases  the  nation  is  paying 
itself?  However  we  are  talking  not  of 
increases  hut  of  maintaining  the  status 
quo — in  the  main  of  covering  the  cost 
of  providing  the  existing  service. 

In  making  its  statement  this  week, 
PSNC  is  acknowledging  that  it  has 
reached  the  end  of  the  rational 
negotiating  road.  Generally  it  fights  its 
battles  behind  closed  doors  (hecause 
most  of  the  fights  are  with  DHSS 
officials  who  talk  points  of  a  penny). 
But  now  we  are  clearly  back  into  a 
political  arena  and  PSNC  will  require 
the  full  public  support — and  perhaps 
militant  activity  of  every  contractor  in 
the  campaign  that  must  inevitably 
follow  (assuming  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  does  not  over-rule  his  Minister  at 
the  meeting  planned  for  June  24). 

But  perhaps  Mr  Jenkin  will  recall 
his  words  uttered  in  the  House  to  the 
Labour  Minister,  Mr  Roland  Moyle: 
"I  am  sure  that  neither  the  Minister 
nor  the  Secretary  of  State  wants  the 
reputation  of  being  someone  who  yields 
only  to  pressure  and  never  to  reason." 
It  was  a  point  as  valid  for  Mr  Jenkin 
now  that  he  is  in  government  as  it  was 
in  opposition,  and  all  pharmacists  will 
hope  he  reflects  on  its  implications.  ■ 
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THIS  WEEK'S  NEWS 


PSNC  opposes  £20m 
claw-back  by  DHSS 

Dr  Vaughan  proposes  to  claw  back  £20.0  million  in 
"discounts"  this  year  and  to  deduct  £10m  from 
monies  owed  to  pharmacists  to  "offset"  against 
discounts  received  since  October.  The  PSNC  says 
these  proposals  are  illegal  and  demands  urgent  talks 
with  the  Secretary  of  State. 


A  meeting  was  held  on  June  8  between 
representatives  of  PSNC  and  the 
Minister  of  Health,  Dr  Gerard 
Vaughan,  to  discuss  NHS  remuneration 
and  to  attempt  to  reach  a  final 
settlement  of  all  outstanding  issues. 
The  Minister  offered  the  following: 

1.  Constitution  of  pharmacists  panel 
— all  peaces  except  two  have  now  been 
filled  and  we  are  seeking  to  fill  these 
as  quickly  as  possible  so  that  panel  can 
make  an  early  start. 

2.  Reclaiming  discounts — there  is  very 
little  room  for  manoeuvre  and  the  key 
to  any  movement  is  action  on  discounts. 
We  propose  an  interim  rate  of  discount 
at  5  per  cent  starting  with  May 
prescriptions.  All  the  indications  are 
that  there  has  been  considerable 
over-reimbursement  since  October  and 
it  is  urgently  necessary  to  check  it  in 
order  to  prevent  too  big  a  recovery 
problem  for  the  future.  We  propose 
some  of  the  money  which  might  be  due 
on  remuneration  should  be  withheld  to 
offset  against  part  of  it,  say  £10  million. 

3.  Property  costs — we  are  unable  to 
improve  on  the  offer  made  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  we  share  on  a  50-50  basis 
the  cost  of  space  not  specifically 
allocated.  This  would  produce  £1.6m 
in  the  current  year  and  £4. 5m  for  the 
period  1977-80. 

4.  Up-dating  of  costs  between  inquiries 
— agree  to  the  use  of  existing 
conventional  indices  for  1981  both 
for  labour  and  non-labour  costs, 
applying  6  per  cent  restriction  only  to 
inotional  salary  of  working  proprietor. 

5.  Rate  of  profit — economic 
circumstances  have  changed  since  the 
Franks  panel  sat  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  rate  of  profit  is  still  right. 
We  propose  it  should  be  reviewed  by 
the  panel. 

6.  Remuneration — payments  from 
balance  sheet.  Until  the  panel  reports 
we  are  uncertain  how  much  there  will 
be  to  pay  out,  but  obviously  there  will 
be  something.  We  are  prepared  to 
agree  to  the  claimed  20  per  cent 


increase  in  basic  practice  allowance  in 
addition  to  the  increase  in  pre- 
registration  graduate  allowance  and 
the  increase  in  urgent  fees  already 
agreed.  Proposals  for  second  pharmacist 
payments  are  more  difficult  and  would 
lead  to  some  increase  in  the  numbers 
employed  and  also  in  the  costs  of 
administration.  Both  involve  taking 
money  from  cash  limited  services  and 
the  timing  therefore  is  inopportune. 


PSNC  evaluation 


The  PSNC  evaluated  the  offer  as 
having  the  following  immediate  effects 
on  NHS  payments  to  contractors: 
O  Discounts  (item  2  above) — reduction 
of  £20. 0m  (May-December  1981) 
which  is  approximately  equal  to  lOp 
per  prescription. 

O  Basic  practice  allowance  (item  6 
above) — increase  of  £1.8m  (July- 
December  1981)  approximately  equal 
to  lp  per  prescription. 

'The  references  to  increases  in  the 
pre-registration  graduate  allowance 
and  urgent  fees  are  irrelevant  to  the 
package  as  these  increases  had  already 
been  agreed.  It  was  clearly  seen, 
therefore,  that  the  Minister's  proposals 
would  result  in  a  severe  reduction  in 
NHS  payments  and  were  rejected  as 
totally  unacceptable. 

The  effects  of  the  Minister's  other 
proposals  concerning  costs  and  profits 
were  calculated  to  increase  the  DHSS 
forecast  underpayment  at  December  31, 
1981  from  £20.6m  to  £21. 9m. 

The  Minister  was  unable  to  agree  to 
any  further  increase  in  NHS 
remuneration  to  reimburse  to 
contractors  the  costs  and  profits  shown 
to  be  due  although  not  disputing  the 
accuracy  of  the  above  figures. 
The  PSNC  considered  that  the 
following  increases  in  NHS 
remuneration  were  justifiable  in 
addition  to  the  20  per  cent  increase  in 
the  basic  practice  allowance  but  the 


Minister  adamantly  refused  to  pay 
them;  7p  increase  in  the  professional 
fee;  payment  of  an  additional 
pharmacist  allowance  up  to  a  maximum 
of  £3000;  rationalisation  of  the 
professional  fee  scale  per  Part  1  HA  of 
the  Drug  Tariff  in  multiplies  of  the 
standard  fee;  adjustment  of  the  oncost 
scale  to  eliminate  anomalies;  10  per 
cent  increase  in  rota  fees;  increase  in 
oxygen  fees. 

The  PSNC  representatives  were 
angered  by  the  Minister's  attempt  to 
recover  discounts  from  contractors  to 
ensure  the  accurate  reimbursement  of 
net  ingredient  costs  whilst  refusing  to 
reimburse  operating  costs  and  profit 
in  full.  The  Minister  gave  no  indication 
as  to  whether  the  discount  scale  to  be 
imposed  would  be  a  flat  rate  of  5  per 
cent  "across  the  board"  or  would  be 
a  graduated  scale.  The  PSNC 
'representatives  informed  the  Minister 
that  his  proposal  to  impose  a  revised 
discount  scale  retrospective  to  May  1, 
1981  constituted  a  breach  of  the  NHS 
contract  and  that  any  unilateral 
variation  of  the  contract  in  the  absence 
of  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  be  similarly  illegal. 

On  the  rate  of  profit,  PSNC  argued 
that  any  reference  to  the  panel  could 
only  be  made  in  respect  of  1982  and 
that  a  retrospective  reference  on  this 
or  any  item  was  unacceptable. 

PSNC  will  seek  a  meeting  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  The  committee  believes 
that  if  the  Minister  refuses  to  pay  to 
contractors  monies  shown  by  DHSS  to 
be  due,  it  will  undermine  contractors' 
confidence  in  the  Minister's  willingness 
to  implement  any  recommendation 
made  by  the  Pharmacy  Review  Panel. 
Furthermore,  the  unilateral  imposition 
by  the  Minister  of  an  interim  discount 
scale  is  in  clear  breach  of  the 
agreement  reached  on  June  9,  1980, 
and  his  confirmatory  statement  to  the 
House  that  the  present  discount  scale 
would  continue  until  the  discount 
inquiry  results  were  known  and 
agreed. 

□  On  June  9,  the  day  following  the 
meeting  the  Minister  telephoned  the 
PSNC  to  say  that  in  the  light  of  the 
arguments  presented,  he  did  not  now 
intend  to  impose  the  5  per  cent 
discount  from  May  1,  1981,  but  would 
agree  to  a  delay  until  further 
discussions  had  taken  place  with  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  PSNC  has 
insisted  that  all  NHS  remuneration 
questions  be  discussed  at  a  meeting 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  in  order 
to  agree  an  acceptable  package.  The 
meeting  will  be  on  June  24.  ■ 
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Tenterden 
appeal  over 
'strike  out' 

An  application  by  doctors  practising  at 
Ivy  Court,  Tenterden  to  "strike  out" 
the  endorsements  on  the  writ  and 
statement  of  claim  made  against  them 
toy  Payden's  Ltd,  of  Tenterden, 
dispensing  chemists,  has  been  refused. 
{C&D,  March  7,  p421). 

The  application  was  heard  in 
chambers  before  Master  Elton  in  the 
High  'Court  on  June  4.  The  doctors  had 
14  days  an  which  to  lodge  their 
written  defence  with  Payden's 
solicitors  or  alternatively  lodge  an 
appeal  against  the  judgment  Within  five 
days. 

As  C&D  went  to  press  the  doctors 
lodged  an  appeal  against  the  decision. 
As  a  result  their  application  to  "strike 
out"  will  now  be  heard  before  a  judge 
in  chambers  at  the  High  Court  at  a 
date  to  be  fixed. 

The  judicial  .review  of  the  decision 
taken  by  Kent  Family  Practitioner 
Committee  on  dispensing  in 
Tenterden  will  go  ahead  in  the 
Queens  'Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court  on  June  16.  ■ 

OFT  seeks  views  on 
retailing  and ' chips' 

Consumer  groups,  trading  organisations 
and  retailers  are  being  asked  by  the 
Office  of  Fair  Trading  for  their  views 
on  the  possible  effects  on  shoppers  of 
the  microchip  revolution.  The  views 
are  intended  to  assist  the  working  party, 
recently  set  up  by  the  Office,  to 
consider  the  growing  use  of  micro 
electronics  in  retailing  and  the 
problems  that  might  arise  for 
consumers  in  the  future. 

Organisations  are  being  asked  to 
respond  by  the  end  of  June  and  the 
working  party  hopes  to  produce  a  report 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  ■ 

Penicillin  eye 
ointment  recall 

Richard  Daniel  and  Son  Ltd, 
Mansfield  Road,  Derby  have  requested 
pharmacies  to  withdraw  any 
remaining  stocks  of  penicillin  eye 
ointment,  batches  H480,  J24,  J556 
and  J557  and  return  them  for  credit 
to  the  manufacturers  at  Derby. 
The  batches  in  question  have  been 
found  to  have  a  reduced  potency. 
No  further  supplies  are  available  and 
the  product  is  deleted  from  Daniel's 
lists.  ■ 


Oral  anti-viral  with 
low  toxicity 

Researchers  at  Birmingham  University 
have  synthesised  an  orally  active 
anti-viral  compound  which  appears  so 
far  to  have  low  toxicity. 

The  compound  is  a  nucleoside 
analogue,  bromovinyl  deoxyuridine, 
otherwise  known  as  BVDU.  It  was 
synthesised  in  1977  by  the  chemistry 
department's  nucleic  acid  research 
group  led  by  Professor  A.  S.  Jones 
and  Dr  R.  T.  Walker.  The  researchers 
say  it  is  the  most  potent  and  selective 
agent  yet  known  against  certain  herpes 
viruses  and  that  despite  an  extensive 
search  nothing  better  has  so  far  been 
found.  It  is  highly  efficacious  against 
cold  sores,  chicken  pox,  shingles  and 
herpes  eye  infections. 

Much  of  the  work  has  been  carried 
out  in  collaboration  with  Professors  E. 
De  Clercq  and  P.  De  Somer  at  the 
Rega  Institute,  Leuven  University, 
Belgium,  and  the  two  research  teams 
are  joint  holders  of  the  patents.  They 
have  recently  licensed  G.  D.  Searle  to 
test  and  develop  the  drug  in  the 
treatment  of  herpes  viral  diseases.  ■ 


NAPD  cost  concern 


The  National  Association  of 
Pharmaceutical  Distributors  expressed 
"grave  concern"  about  the  cost  of 
licences  for  Controlled  Drugs,  and  the 
need  to  maintain  service  against  a 
background  of  reducing  margins,  when 
it  met  for  its  annual  conference  in 
York  recently.  The  NAPD  also  decided 
to  look  again  at  the  incorporation  of 
a  six-digit  code  into  EA'N  as  a  route  to 
the  proposed  pharmaceutical  interface 
product  (PIP)  code  (see  C&D  last 
week). 

The  following  are  the  officers  for 
the  coming  year:  —  Chairman  Mr 
E.  H.  Butler  (E.  H.  Butler  &  Son 
Ltd);  vice-chairman  Mr  J.  Canning 
(Barclay  &  Sons  Ltd);  treasurer  Mr 
J.  A.  Mitchell  (Ridleys  (Wholesale 
Chemists)  Ltd).  The  conference 
welcomed  the  new  director,  Mr  O. 
Logan  (see  pi  114). 


The  Hexham  regional  final  of  the 
Numark  Chemist  Golf  Tournament  1981 
for  the  Beecham  Cup  proved  to  be  a 
cliff  hanger,  with  the  top  three  golfers 
tying  for  first  place.  However,  under  the 
rules  covering  this  eventuality,  Mr 
Trevor  Darke  from  South  Shields 
(foreground  second  left)  was  adjudged 
the  winner,  beating  last  year's  finalist, 
Les  Storey  from  Sunderland  (left)  by  one 
point,  who,  in  turn  beat  Geoff  Downes 
(2nd  right)  a  Ridley  customer  by  one 
point — and  only  four  points  behind  him, 
taking  fourth  place,  came  his  wife,  Pat 


Revive— not  so  new 


A  "new"  anti-hangover  tonic  launched 
this  week  amid  a  blaze  of  publicity  is 
certainly  not  new  on  the  market. 

The  product  is  Revive — a  5oz  bottle 
containing  fructose  20g,  dextrose  18g, 
and  sucrose  2g  in  each  100ml  as  well 
as  lime  juice  and  citric  acid.  It  has 
been  available  for  several  years  on  a 
limited  distribution,  in  the  south. 

A  spokesman  for  Fetteride,  the 
company  currently  marketing  Revive, 
told  C&D  that  it  was  being  sold  as  a 
health  drink  but  that  it  could  be  used 
to  reduce  alcohol  levels.  He 
emphasised  that  they  were  not 
advocating  its  use  in  heavy  drinkers  but 
that  if  a  sensible  "social  drinker" 
realised  he  had  drunk  one  too  many, 
by  then  taking  a  bottle  of  Revive  he 
would  be  a  safer  person. 

The  formulation  of  the  drink  was 
its  secret  as  the  manufacturers  had 
found  a  way  of  suspending  fructrose 
in  solution.  The  manufacturers  are 
Ethical  Research  Products,  Tunbridge 
Wells. 

However,  published  evidence  seems 
to  suggest  that  fructrose  is  unlikely  to 
cause  a  rapid  fall  in  blood  alcohol 
concentrations.  Although  large  doses  of 
fructose  can  increase  the  rate  of 
alcohol  metabolism,  a  doubling  of  the 
rate  of  fall  is  the  highest  that  could 
be  expected.  Doses  of  200g  and  more, 
intravenously,  are  used  in  the 
treatment  of  alcoholism. 

As  C&D  went  to  press,  Fetteride 
were  waiting  for  the  results  of  blood 
tests  of  ten  subjects  who  had 
consumed  alcohol  and  then  taken 
Revive.  ■ 
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Further  changes  proposed  in 
medicines  Regulations 


The  Department  of  Health  is  proposing 
legal  changes  which  would  extend  the 
time  for  which  medicines  are  granted 
temporary  Prescription  Only  Medicine 
status,  would  extend  the  list  of 
medicines  chiropodists  may  sell  or 
supply,  and  which  would  enable 
residential  schools  to  supply  medicines 
obtained  on  bulk  prescriptions. 

The  Medicines  (Prescription  Only) 
Order  1980  allows  for  new  products, 
Whose  ingredients  are  not  already 
included  'in  the  POM  list,  to  be  given 
temporary  POM  status  for  three  years. 
After  this  time  the  product 
automatically  reverts  to  pharmacy 
medicine  status  unless  in  the  meantime 
it  has  been  listed  as  Prescription  Only. 

The  Department  is  proposing  that 
for  medicines  licensed  after  January  30 
this  temporary  restriction  should  be 
increased  to  five  years.  Ministers  could 
still  bring  to  an  end  a  product's 
temporary  POM  status  at  any  time 
before  the  end  of  this  period. 

Experience  has  shown  that  most 
new  products  given  temporary  POM 
status  contain  substances  which  clearly 
need  permanent  listing  at  the  next 
opportunity,  the  Department  says,  and 
this  is  usually  done  we'll  within  three 
years.  There  are  relatively  'few  new 
medicines  for  Which  experience  in 
normal  use  is  needed  bef  ore  deciding 
whether  they  should  be  available  for 
OTC  sale  in  pharmacies  and  in  these 
cases  the  fact  that  POM  status  lasts 
for  only  three  years  is  a  handicap, 
because  in  practice  the  products  have 
not  usually  been  available  long  enough 
for  any  useful  information  to 
materialise. 

The  Department  is  also  proposing 
57  additions  and  six  amendments  to 
Part  T  of  Schedule  1  to  the  Medicines 
(Prescription  Only)  Order  1980, 
Phytomenadione  would  be  added  to  the 
list  of  POMs  Which  certified  midwives 
may  administer  by  injection. 


Chiropodists'  sales 


Proposed  amendments  to  the 
Medicines  '(Pharmacy  and  General  Sale 
— Exemption)  Order  1980  would  enable 
state  registered  chiropodists,  in  the 
course  of  their  professional  practice, 
to  sell  or  supply  cream,  powder  or 
solution  containing  not  more  than 
1  per  cent  econazole  nitrate,  and 
ointment  containing  not  more  than 
20  per  cent  podophyllum  resin  and  not 
more  than  25  per  cent  salicylic  acid. 

Other  amendments  to  these  Orders 
would  enable  "persons  carrying  on  the 
business  of  a  residential  school  or 
institution"  to  supply  their  residents, 


on  a  doctor's  direction,  any  POM, 
pharmacy  medicine  or  GSL  medicine 
supplied  in  bulk  on  an  NHS 
prescription.  The  object,  according  to 
the  Department,  is  "simply  to 
legitimise  accepted  practices." 

These  changes  would  be  brought 
into  effect  this  autumn  and  July  31  is 
the  final  date  for  comment  on  the 
proposals.  ■ 


Pharmacy  numbers 
increase  in  May 

Pharmacy  numbers  in  Great  Britain 
increased  for  the  third  successive 
month  this  year  in  May. 

Monthly  corrections  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register 
reveal  a  net  gain  of  two  pharmacies 
— the  same  number  as  in  April. 
In  England  21  opened  up,  of  which 
two  were  in  London,  and  20  closed 
down  (one  in  London).  Four  opened 
up  and  three  closed  down  in  Scotland 
with  one  opening  up  and  one  closing 
down  in  Wales. 

These  corrections  bring  the  net 
closures  to  12  so  far  this  year  and 
bring  the  number  of  registered 
premises  to  10,614.  ■ 


Increase  likely  in 
CDA  subscriptions 

The  Chemists'  Defence  Association 
portion  of  the  combined  NPA/CDA 
subscription  is  likely  to  go  up  as  a 
result  of  increased  overheads,  the 
upward  trend  in  legal  expenses  and  the 
size  of  third-party  claims. 

In  its  annual  report  CDA  says  that 
the  "premium"  paid  by  members  still 
affords  one  of  the  best  bargains  in  the 
insurance  world:  "A  single  award  for 
damages  can  now  be  more  than  twice 
the  annual  turnover  of  the  average 
pharmacy." 

Once  again  there  are  surprisingly 
few  claims  for  dispensing  and 
"professional"  errors.  However,  CDA 
warns  pharmacists  to  be  on  their 
guard:  "A  man  claimed  compensation 
for  a  'lost'  Sunday  when  he  took  four 
Mogadon  tablets  intended  for  his 
wife.  They  had  been  given  to  him 
instead  of  the  antibiotics  he  was 
expecting." 

The  increasing  complexity  of 
medicines,  consumer  protection  and 
retailing  law  has  caused  problems  for 
pharmacists.  CDA  says  a  number  have 
been  prosecuted  for  a  variety  of 


alleged  offences,  from  fraud  to 
unlawful  harassment  and  all  have  been 
grateful  for  the  support  given. 

Employment  law  is  highlighted  as 
another  contentious  area  and,  in  spite 
of  the  1980  Employment  Act,  employers 
who  part  company  with  their  workers 
still  risk  having  to  pay  a  substantial 
sum  in  compensation. 

The  1980  accounts  again  showed  a 
surplus — the  CDA  attributes  its  success 
to  the  competence  of  members  and  the 
care  of  the  management.  ■ 


More  panel  members 


Two  more  members  of  the  pharmacy 
review  panel  have  been  appointed.  They 
are:  Professor  G.  F.  Thomason,  head 
of  industrial  relations  and  management 
studies,  Cardiff  University,  and  Mr 
M.  L.  Patient,  chartered  accountant 
and  partner,  Deloite,  Haskins  and  Sells. 
They  join  Mr  E.  Gibbons,  chairman, 
who  was  appointed  in  March.  Two 
places  have  yet  to  be  filled.  ■ 

Patients  object  to 
paying  two  charges 

The  Association  of  Community  Health 
Councils  wants  to  rationalise 
prescription  charges  for  combination 
packs  of  drugs. 

Several  CHCs  have  received 
complaints  from  patients  who  have  had 
to  pay  two  or  more  prescription 
charges  for  one  combination  pack.  The 
Councils  have  written  to  the 
Association  pointing  out  that  the 
system  seems  unfair  as  many  doctors 
are  unaware  that  a  particular 
prescription  may  carry  more  than  one 
charge. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Association 
said  that  when  prescription  charges 
were  relatively  inexpensive  the  problem 
did  not  really  arise  but  with  a  £1 
prescription  fee  many  more  patients 
were  objecting  to  paying  twice. 

The  Association  has  written  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  DHSS  and 
the  Prescription  Pricing  Authority 
asking  for  their  opinions.  ■ 


PATA  cases 


The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  dealt  with  215  cases 
involving  breaches  of  Resale  Price 
Maintenance  during  1980 — eight  less 
than  in  1979. 

Adjustment  of  prices  was  obtained 
with  170  cases  and  the  remaining  45 
are  still  being  considered.  In  their 
annual  report  the  Council  of  the 
PATA  say  they  appreciate  the 
assistance  of  pharmacists  who  report 
price-cutting  and  urge  everyone  to 
ensure  that  no  case  of  medicine 
price-cutting  goes  unreported.  ■ 
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Tablet 

Identification 

As  newer  potent  drugs  become  more 
widely  used  in  medical  practice,  the  ability  to 
quickly  identify  solid  dose  forms  becomes 
increasingly  important. 

Our  newer  generic  tablets  and 
capsules  each  bear  the  Company  name, 
the  strength  and  a  code  number.  The 
same  code  number  appears  alongside 
the  product  in  the  Evans  Price  List, 
thus  enabling  quick  identification. 

Your  Evans  representative  will 
be  happy  to  provide  you  with  more 
details  and  show  you  examples. 

Run  by  pharmacists 
for  phar  macists 


Evans  Medical  Limited  891-995  Greenford  Road,  Greenford,  Middlesex  UB6  OHE  Telephone:  01-422  3434 
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customers  with 
mouth  ulcers 
heed  chemists 

with  Medijel 


BETIM 

is  timolol 

BETIM 

is  timolol 

the  p- blocker  with 
extra  cardioprotection 
indicated  in  angina 
and  hypertension 

-  Betim  is  a  trade  mark  for  timolol  maleate 

Full  prescribing  information  available  on  request  : 

I   Edwin  Burgess  Limited 

'     £f\  Longwick  Road  Princes  Risborough 
■   XU  Aylesbury  Bucks  HP  1 7  9RR  '  ' 


'Aylesbury  Bucks  HP  1 7  9RR 


If  a  customer  is  suffering  with  a  mouth  ulcer,  he'll  be 
looking  for  quick  relief  from  pain  and  he  wants  something 
that  will  help  to  promote  rapid  healing. 

In  other  words,  he  wants  soft,  soothing  Medijel. 
So  display  Medijel  gel  on  your  counter,  and 
let  your  customers  help  themselves  to  fast  relief 
from  sore  mouths  and  mouth  ulcers.  You'll  be 
lping  yourself  at  the  same  time. 


Month 

ulcers 


Medijel 

Soothing  gel  now  on  GSL. 
Also  available  in  soft  pastilles. 


Dendron  Lirr||j|L  94  Rickmansworth  Road, 
Watford,  Herts.,  WD1  7JJ  Tel  (0923)29251 


•  TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 

•  FLATBED  KNIT  &  CIRCULAR  KNIT 

•  NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 

•  NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 

•  SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 

•  NYLON  NET 

Stock  Sizes  or  Made-to-Measure 
Obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler  Write  for  literature. 

Stock  Belts  (Abdominal  and  Spinal)  -  Elastic  Band  Trusses  -  Jock  Straps 
Suspensory   Bandages      -      Athletic   Slips      -      Stockinette  Bandages 

_       _  .  .  .  .  _      ,  _  Vernon   Works,   Basford,  Nottingham 

C.     SALLIS     LTD.       Phone:  787841/2  Grams:  Eesiness 


Methanol 

Also  to  AR  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


C&D  offices 
move  to 
Tonbridge 


"It  must  be  C&D  on  the  move" 


Chemist  and  Druggist  editorial  and 
advertising  offices  are  this  week 
transferring  to  Benn  House,  a  new 
purpose-built  premises  at  Tonbridge, 
Kent.  The  postal  address  will  be:  — 

Benn  Publications  'Ltd, 
Sovereign  Way, 
Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW 
telephone  0732-364422. 

C&D  joins  other  publications  in  the 
Benn  group,  some  of  which  have 
already  been  produced  from  Tonbridge, 
but  the  group  will  be  maintaining  a 
London  presence  at  the  current 
headquarters  at  25  New  Street 
Square,  London  EC4A  3JA.  The  C&D 
subscription  department  remains  at 
125  High  Street,  Colliers  Wood, 
London  SW19  2JN  (telephone  01-542 
8575). 

Benn  House  will  provide 
20,000sq  ft  of  office  space  and  has  been 
designed  by  the  leading  firm  of 
architects  Casson  Conder  and 
Partners,  of  which  Sir  Hugh  Casson 
is  the  head. 

The  building  is  constructed  from 
local  brick  and  makes  full  use  in 
landscaping  of  the  existing  trees, 
grounds  and  public  footpaths  by  the 
river  which  flows  through  the  site.  The 
concept  of  the  building  is  described 
as  "original",  being  a  central  reception 
and  services  core  with  in  effect  two 
buildings  radiating  off  both  sides  of  the 
core.  The  premises  are  three-storey. 

There  is  a  bridge  from  the  public 
footpath  over  the  river  to  link  with  a 
new  develpoment  alongside,  which  is 
to  be  occupied  by  Sainsburys  and 
Bentalls. 

Benn  House  is  designed  to 
accommodate  over  220  staff  and  a 
further  100-plus  are  accommodated  in 
the  existing  Sovereign  Way  premises.  ■ 

The  new  premises 


Warning  on  Lomotil 
in  young  children 

The  action-research  unit,  Social  Audit, 
have  produced  a  glossy  four-page  leaflet 
warning  against  the  use  of  Lomotil 
in  the  treatment  of  young  children, 
especially  those  in  developing  countries. 

The  leaflet  quotes  various 
references  arguing  against  the  use  of 
drugs  in  treating  acute  diarrhoea  in 
young  children  and  warning  about  the 
toxicity  of  the  drug  in  children.  It 
goes  on  to  state  that  Searle's 
recommended  doses  for  infants  and 
children  and  the  package  warning 
information  vary  around  the  world.  In 
the  LTS  it  is  contra^indicated  for 
children  under  two  years,  in  Britain  it 
is  recommended  for  one-year-olds  and 
in  Hong  Kong,  Thailand  and  the 
Philippines  it  is  offered  for  infants  of 
three  months  old. 

Small  frequent  feeds  of  water  or  a 
weak  electrolyte  solution  is  the  only 
first-line  treatment  against  serious 
childhood  diarrhoea  the  leaflet  says.  If 
this  fails  after  24  hours,  intravenous 
therapy  and  hospitalisation  may  be 
needed.  Finally  the  cost  of  Lomotil  is 
adversely  compared  with  other 
preparations  for  the  symptomatic 
treatment  of  diarrhoea  such  as  codeine 


syrup  and  kaolin. 

Searle  say  that  the  leaflet  does  not 
contain  a  balanced  presentation  of  the 
facts,  nor  does  it  accurately  portray  the 
way  Lomotil  is  marketed  in  developed 
or  underdeveloped  countries.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  extensive  use 
of  diphenoxylate  round  the  world, 
episodes  of  overdosage  are 
proportionally  small  in  numbers.  Cases 
with  a  fatal  outcome  have  nearly 
always  been  those  in  whom  the  dosage 
ingested  was  in  excess  of  the  maximum 
recommended. 

Lomotil  is  indicated  for  the 
symptomatic  relief  of  diarrhoea  and  not 
for  the  correction  of  dehydration.  They 
also  market  a  glucose  electrolyte 
mixture  (Rehidrat)  so  that  clinicians 
may  use  appropriate  therapy. 

The  variance  in  dosage 
recommendations  for  young  children 
have  been  influenced  by  medical 
practice  based  on  clinical  studies  as 
interpreted  by  the  profession  and  the 
authorities  concerned  in  the  respective 
countries. 

Social  Audit  say  the  leaflet  is  not 
just  about  Lomotil  but  aims  to  draw 
attention  to  standards  of  advertising 
and  promotion  of  drugs  which,  in 
developing  countries,  are  usually 
indifferent  and  often  downright  bad. 
They  intend  to  produce  other  leaflets 
and  hope  other  groups  will  be 
encouraged  to  do  the  same.  ■ 


WESTMINSTER 
REPORT 


Generic  scripts 

Dr  Gerard  Vaughan  said  in  a  Commons 
written  answer  this  week  that  the 
proportion  of  NHS  prescriptions  in 
England  written  in  generic  form  was 
19.9  per  cent  in  1976,  19.7  per  cent 
in  1977,  19.6  per  cent  in  197'8  and 
1979,  and  20.1  per  cent  in  the  first 
10  months  of  1980.  A  proportion  of 
these  were  written  but  not  dispensed 
in  generic  form  because  only  a 
proprietary  version  was  available. 
The  proportion  varies  between  regions 
by  up  to  2  per  cent  above  and  below 
the  national  average.  ■ 

Commons  concern 
over  drug  costs 

Mr  Patrick  Jenkin,  the  Social  Services 
Secretary,  told  the  'Commons  on 
Tuesday  that  the  cost  of  drugs 
dispensed  in  England  in  1979-80  was 
£643  million,  compared  with  £564m  in 
1978-79.  Hospital  prescribing  was 
excluded. 

Mr  Kenneth  Marks  (Labour) 
described  this  as  a  very  large  increase 
in  view  of  the  decline  in  the  number 
of  prescriptions.  He  asked  if  there  was 
any  unnecessary  inflation  in  drug  prices 
and  suggested  that  the  increase  in  their 
costs  should  be  limited  to  6  per  cent  in 
the  same  way  as  the  pay  increases  of 
workers  in  the  health  service. 

Mr  Jenkin  pointed  out  that  the 
pharmaceutical  price  regulation  scheme 
had  been  designed  to  give  strict  control 
over  the  level  of  drug  prices  and  the 
level  of  profitability  on  drugs  supplied 
to  the  NHS.  The  Government  kept  the 
scheme  under  review  and  any 
suggestion  Mr  Marks  cared  to  make 
for  improving  it  would  be  studied. 

Mrs  Jill  Knight  (Conservative) 
urged  the  Minister  to  ensure  that 
■expensive  drugs  were  not  used, 
particularly  in  NHS  hospitals. 
Mr  Jenkin  pointed  out  that  the  hospital 
service  was  subject  to  an  overall  cash 
limit,  a  built-in  restraint  Which  did  not 
exist  in  the  family  practitioner  service. 
He  expressed  concern  that  some 
out-patients  had  been  asked  to  get 
drugs  from  their  doctor  rather  than 
from  the  hospital  pharmacy.  This  was 
clearly  a  method  of  evading  the  cash 
limit.  "We  want  to  make  sure  that 
there  is  economic  prescribing  both  in 
hospitals  and  in  general  practice", 
he  stressed. 


Mr  Jenkin  defended  the  recent 
increases  in  prescription  charges, 
claiming  that  it  was  far  better  for  the 
user  of  the  health  service  to  bear  a 
somewhat  higher  proportion  of  the  cost 
rather  than  to  cut  back  capital 
investment. 

Mr  John  Hannam  (Conservative) 
paid  tribute  to  the  role  of  the  local 
pharmacy  in  sustaining  the  health 
service,  a  tribute  endorsed  by 
Dr  Vaughan. 

□  In  a  Commons  written  answer  last 
week,  Sir  George  Young,  Department 
of  Health  Under  Secretary,  said  that 
the  costs  involved  in  telling  patients 
the  value  of  drugs  prescribed  for  them 
were  likely  to  outweigh  any  savings.  ■ 

Allergic  reactions 

Mr  Jack  Ashley  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services  to  list  in  the  Official 
Report  the  products  which  the 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
recommended  should  not  be  used  for 
the  treatment  of  allergic  conditions, 
and  if  he  would  ensure  that  details  of 
inactive  ingredients  which  are  known 
to  harm  some  patients  should  be 
declared  on  package  labels. 

Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  Minister  for 
Health,  said  it  would  be 
"disproportionately  costly"  to  prepare 
the  list  requested.  He  added  that,  in 
advising  on  product  licence 
applications,  the  CSM  takes  into 
account  the  effects  on  allergic 
conditions  of  both  the  active  and 
inactive  ingredients.  Where  there  is 
reason  to  believe  one  of  the  ingredients 
might  affect  an  allergic  condition  it 
advises  either  that  the  drug  should 
not  be  given  to  patients  suffering 
from  that  condition  or  that  a  warning 
be  included  in  product  literature  and 
labelling.  "Before  agreeing  to  any 
extension  of  this  practice,  I  would 
need  to  'be  satisfied  that  any  additional 
labelling  of  medicinal  products  was 
essential  and  practicable,"  he  said.  ■ 

Stillborn  babies 

Mr  Cyril  Smith,  MP,  has  tabled  a 
Parliamentary  motion  seeking 
exemption  from  prescription  charges 
for  mothers  of  stillborn  children.  The 
motion  points  out  that  medical 
requirements  are  often  much  greater 
for  these  mothers  than  for  those  with 
babies  under  one  year  old,  who  are 
exempt  from  charges. 

Earlier  Mr  Smith  had  been  told  by 
the  Prime  Minister  that  she  would 
investigate  the  possibility  of  extending 
the  exemption  "because  I  understand 
the  traumatic  experience  this  is  for  any 
family."  The  motion  has  all  party 
support  and  other  leading  signatories 
are  Charles  Irving  and  Laurie  Pavitt.  ■' 


PEOPLE 


Liz  Platts  has  been 
appointed  Beauty 
Editor    of  C&D. 
An  honours 
graduate  in  history 
Miss  Platts  joined 
the  staff  in  Sep- 
tember   1979  and 
was  appointed  edi- 
torial assistant  in 
April  1980. 
Chief  Andrew  A.  Egboh,  of  Nigeria, 
has  been  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Chief 
Egboh  is  a  former  acting  chief 
pharmacist  to  the  Nigerian  health 
ministry  and  a  former  registrar  of 
the  Nigerian  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  is  a  frequent  visitor  to  Britain  and 
the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference.  ■ 

Mr  Colin  Hetherington,  FPS,  has 

received  the  Evans  Medal  "for 
outstanding  contributions  to  pharmacy 
in  the  Health  Service".  It  was  presented 
to  him  at  the  annual  weekend  school 
of  the  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Guild  Council. 

Mr  Hetherington,  area 
pharmaceutical  officer,  Leeds  AHA, 
has  served  the  Guild  in  a  number  of 
offices  for  over  20  years  and  was 
president  from  1975  to  1978.  Prior 
to  his  recent  departure  from  the 
Guild  Council  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council. 
He  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1978  and 
is  currently  president  of  the  European 
Association  Of  Hospital  Pharmacists. 


Mr  Michael  Trowell,  MPS,  commercial 
manager,  Evans  Medical  Ltd,  presents 
the  medal  to  Mr  Hetherington  (right) 

Mr  Oswald  Logan  is  the  new  director 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Pharmaceutical  Distributors.  He  is  a 
52-year-old  Scot,  who  was  educated  at 
Dollar  Academy,  Sandhurst  and 
Manchester  University  where  he 
attended  a  year's  postgraduate  Diploma 
Course  in  Industrial  Administration. 
He  is  married  with  a  son  and  daughter. 
Mr  Logan  comes  new  to  the 
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pharmaceutical  industry,  having  had 
34  years  in  distribution  and 
considerable  administrative  experience. 
He  ran  a  distribution  company  in 
Germany  from  where  he  went  to 
university  and  thence  to  the  Treasury 
for  O  and  M  training.  A  three-year 
spell  as  leader  of  a  multi-discipline 
management  services  team  was 
followed  by  two  lecturing  appointments, 
first  as  lecturer  in  personnel 
management  and  management 
techniques,  the  second  as  senior 
lecturer  in  administration  and  logistics, 
which  included  procurement, 
distribution  and  warehousing. 

A  'further  spell  in  Germany  working 
in  distribution  led  to  an  appointment 
on  the  board  of  management  in 
London,  dealing  with  purchasing  policy, 
procurement,  distribution  and 
administrative  planning.  Mr  Logan's 
past  four  years  have  been  spent  as 
principal  of  the  group  residential  staff 
college  responsible  for  teaching 
management,  logistics  and 
administration. 


Mr  Logan's  hobbies 
include  bridge  and 
golf  —  playing  to 
what  he  describes 
as  a  rather  indiffer- 
ent 11  handicap. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 


Deaths 


Herbert.  On  June  7,  suddenly,  Mr  H.  R. 
Herbert,  MC,  TD,  MA,  chairman, 
Cross  &  Herbert  (Holdings)  Ltd. 
Mr  Herbert  was  born  in  1907.  He 
qualified  as  a  solicitor  and  became  a 
director  of  H.  W.  Herbert  Ltd  in  1931. 
He  became  a  director  of  Cross  & 
Herbert  (Holdings)  Ltd  in  1962  and 
chairman  in  1973. 

As  well  as  his  involvement  with 
Cross  &  Herbert,  he  was  a  senior 
partner  of  Sydney  Morse  &  Co,  a  firm 
of  City  solicitors,  until  1972.  Mr 
Herbert  also  worked  as  a  commissioner 
of  the  Inland  Revenue  and  was  legal 
advisor  to  the  National  Marriage 
Guidance  Council. 

Montgomery:  On  June  3,  Mrs  Tamara 
Montgomery  on  the  30th  anniversary 
of  her  joining  Lancome.  Richard 
Bradley,  managing  director  writes: 
"Mrs  Montgomery,  as  an  associate,  was 
specifically  responsible  for  the 
company's  consultant  force,  to  whom 
she  devoted  much  of  her  working 
life.  To  Lancome,  to  consultants,  to 
buyers,  to  the  cosmetic  industry 
throughout  Europe,  Mrs  Montgomery 
was  a  very  special  lady.  The  memory 
of  her  outstanding  leadership,  ability 
and  charisma  will  be  a  continuing 
inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her  and 
in  particular  to  her  consultants,  whom 
she  loved  and  in  whom  she  had  such 
an  abiding  faith." 


More  puzzles 

Last  week  I  talked  about  a  few 
products  I  haven't  been  able  to  get 
regularly,  or  at  attractive  prices 
— and,  of  course,  criticised  the 
manufacturers  or  agents  because  in 
my  particular  pharmacy  their 
decisions  or  inefficiencies  have  lost  me 
some  trade.  I  am  probably  wrong  to 
assume  that  my  business  is  in  any  way 
typical  of  others  (even  though  I  feel 
it  is)  and  that  changes  in  marketing, 
which  mean  I  lose  business  and  profits, 
have  been  made  deliberately  so  that 
manufacturers  can  make  more  money. 
Let  us  hope  so. 

Yet  I  suppose  that  updating 
regular  products,  with  ever  newer 
packs  and  improved  formulas,  is  the 
name  of  the  game  today.  It  is  seen  at 
its  most  successful  in  the  routine 
re-vamping  of  the  Elida  Gibbs  ranges, 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  by  other 
manufacturers,  since  it  allows  for  the 
renewal  of  interest  by  reps,  retailers 
and  customers.  Because  a  good  many 
of  the  products  are  sold  by  heavy 
advertising  against  the  blandishments 
of  rivals,  all  fighting  for  a  market 
share  valued  at  £x  millions,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  re-attract  customers  by 
such  means,  especially  when  brand 
loyalty  is  secondary  to  price  and 
novelty. 

Yet  there  are  still  brands  which 
having  made  their  mark  years  ago 
seem  to  have  the  capacity  to  maintain 
a  loyalty  in  the  face  of  outrageous 
competition,  which  is  nothing  short 
of  miraculous.  Thus  When  a  maker, 
in  his  wisdom,  decrees  it  is  to  be  made 
"upmarket",  given  a  new  image  etc, 
I  tend  to  feel  a  certain  weariness  of 
spirit,  sensing  that  someone  bright  at 
head  office  has  been  reading  too  many 
books  on  marketing.  It  means  another 
of  my  dull  old  bread-and-butter  lines 
is  to  be  given  a  face-lift,  a  new  dress, 
priced  double,  and  will  eventually  die 
of  chagrin. 

I  have  in  mind  the  old  Imperial 
Leather  range  which  seems  to  be 
disappearing  from  my  suppliers, 
having  gone  through  a  sort  of  dual 
metamorphosis,  the  old  discarded  skin 
appearing  as  a  cheapish  "Cussons" 
range  with  the  new  "improved" 
butterfly  disguised  as  "Classic." 
Imperial  Leather  aftershave — surely 
one  of  the  steadier  sales  in  my  shop 
— is  no  longer  available. 

With  such  an  evocative  brand 
name  securely  in  their  hands  it  is  my 
opinion  that  Cussons  should  be 


capitalising  on  it  for  all  its  worth 
instead  of  apparently  losing  it  in 
favour  of  launching  brand  names  that 
could  fight  for  years  for  a  minor 
share  of  a  difficult  market.  Puzzling 
I  call  it. 

Growing  pains 

I've  read  some  dreary  nonsense  in 
my  life,  but  the  letter  from 
D.  C.  Evans,  chairman  of  the  City 
and  East  London  LPC  takes  my  prize, 
a  dry  biscuit,  as  the  best  yet.  Having 
friends  on  the  LPC,  my  impression  is 
that  PSNC  officers  are  open  and 
forthcoming  when  asked  about  any 
facet  of  their  work  or  our 
negotiations,  and  that  secrecy,  if  it 
exists,  is  requested  solely  to  prevent 
negotiating  positions  being  jeopardised 
by  unintentional  (or  deliberate)  slips 
by  people  not  directly  involved. 
Which  seems  reasonable. 

But  since  we  elect  the  PSNC  to 
negotiate  for  us,  it  is  absurd  to  expect 
them  to  refer  every  proposal  back  to 
us  (all  10,000  of  us?)  before  acting. 
It  is  equally  silly  to  suggest  that  once 
elected  to  the  PSNC,  practising 
pharmacists,  because  they  are  now 
"at  the  top",  are  suddenly  no  longer 
able  to  understand  the  problems  and 
difficulties  they  share  in  common 
with  us  all! 

Who  are  the  people  of  the  PSNC 
but  fellow  contractors  to  whom  we 
delegate  the  responsibility  to  do  the 
best  they  can  for  us?  But  if  the  City 
and  East  want  consultation  I  suggest 
they  consult  PSNC  on  ways  they  can 
help  to  achieve  what  we  want.  But  to 
huff  and  puff,  and  withdraw  their  levy 
because  100  per  cent  success  has  not 
been  instant  is — immature?  ■ 

(See  also  Letters,  pl'lJ9) 
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COSMETICS  '81 


Fresh  ideas  in  the 
European  market 


John  Merrills,  MPS,  manages  "a  large  modern  branch 
pharmacy"  in  a  suburban  High  Street  and  is  also  a 
partner  in  a  firm  of  trade  relations  consultants.  Here 
he  reports  on  the  Cosmetics  '81  Exhibition  held  in 
Munich. 


Suntan,  natural,  and  skincare  products 
were  the  obvious  growth  areas  at 
Cosmetics  '81 — the  second  international 
trade  fair  for  cosmetics,  health  and 
beauty  care,  held  at  Mun'ich  in  May. 

Over  400  exhibitors  from  all  over 
the  world  packed  the  huge  trade 
centre  in  Munich  with  a  dazzling 
display.  Six  halls  of  trade  stands  were 
augmented  by  lectures  and  discussions 
in  a  •two-hall  conference  centre.  Topics 
included  perspectives  for  the  cosmetics 
industry  in  the  "eighties,"  and  the 
relative  merits  of  various  sales 
channels  for  cosmetics. 

The  host  country  had  some 
impressive  stands.  Olga  Tschechova 
Kosmetik  Gm'bH  greeted  visitors  to  the 
exhibition  with  a  stand  designed  as  a 
film  set — with  gleaming  white  veteran 
car  and  plenty  of  beautiful  girls  to 
show  off  their  ranges  of  suntan 
products  and  cosmetics. 

An  unusual  range  of  perfumes  was 

One  of  the  many  stands  at  the  exhibition 


shown  by  Tina  Farina  GmbH.  Both 
liquid  and  cream  perfumes  were 
presented  in  delicate  glass  and  stone 
containers  styled  as  Roman  vessels. 
This  range  is  to  appear  in  Harrods 
later  in  the  year. 

Village  Bath  Products,  now  well 
established  in  Europe,  caught 
everyone's  eye  with  a  brightly  lit  stand 
featuring  both  their  fun  soap  products 
and  the  up-market  'barbers  shop  range. 

Products  to  impirove  the  tone  of  bust 
and  face  were  well  in  evidence.  There 
were  several  up-to-date  versions  of  the 
face  mask,  going  beyond  yeast  and 
mud  to  latex-like  peelable  products. 
For  salon  use,  Nomectron  demonstrated 
a  unique  method  of  removing  dead 
cells  from  the  skin.  The  face  is 
coated  with  a  non-abrasive  black 
compound.  This  is  removed,  together 
with  the  dead  cells  and  impurities,  by 
an  electromagnetic  wand. 

The  honey-based  hair  removers 
introduced  last  year  are  now  available 
from  several  manufacturers.  A  thin 


The  Jina  Farina  GbmH  range  of 
perfumes  presented  in  Roman  styled 
vessels 


layer  of  the  product  is  applied  to  dry 
skin  and  a  thin  cloth  strip  is  pressed 
on.  Then  by  pulling  sharply  against 
the  direction  of  hair  growth,  unwanted 
hair  is  painlessly  and  effectively 
removed.  Sessu-Haarentferner- 
Kosmetik,  makers  of  the  original 
product  Sessu,  say  sales  are  buoyant. 
J.  Casanova  of  Paris  have  a  complete 
range  of  beauty  products — perfumes 
eau  de  toilette,  aftershave  and 
cosmetics,  all  with  the  "magical  name 
of  Casanova."  The  compacts  are 
particularly  appealing — they  are  fitted 
with  mirrors  and  contain  fine,  silky 
textured  blushes  and  eyeshadows. 
Beautifully  packaged  in  black,  this 
range  seems  a  certain  winner.  J. 
Casanova  have  a  boutique  on  the 
Champs-Elysees  in  Paris. 

Other  perfumes  to  look  out  for  are 
Hashich,  an  Italian  range  for  men  and 
women  and  a  spray  cologne  from 
Germany  called  Sport. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  equipment 
area  was  taken  up  with  the  many  types 
of  sunbed  now  available.  Using  the 
latest  ultra  violet  tubes  and  very 
efficient  filtering  of  the  harmful  rays 
it  is  now  possible  to  get  a  noticeable 
tan  in  half  an  hour.  New  this  year 
were  portable  units  using  the  thin  short 
tubes.  The  whole  unit  is  about  the  size 
of  a  small  suitcase.  These  units  are 
for  sale  to  the  customer,  for  home  use. 

British  firms  were  more  in  evidence 
this  year,  taking  their  place  alongside 
the  internationals  such  as  Faberge  and 
Shulton.  E.  R.  Holloway,  the  only 
English  firm  at  Munich  last  year,  was 
joined  by  Original  Additions,  Crabtree 
&  Evelyn,  Coulson  &  Kay  and  others. 
All  reported  considerable  interest  in 
their  products. 

Mr  Kay,  of  Coulson  &  Kay  said 
they  had  gone  to  the  Exhibition  as  an 
experiment,  but  it  had  worked  out 
very  well.  "We  have  several  serious 
inquiries  from  German  firms  wishing 
to  distribute  our  products,"  he  said, 
"and  we  have  found  some  excellent 
products  to  introduce  to  Britain."  ■ 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Anti-dandruff  variant  added 
in  Silvikrin  revamp 


Beecham  Toiletries  are  to  reposition 
Silvikrin  shampoo  taking  it  "beyond 
its  traditional  base,  the  cosmetic  sector, 
into  the  dandruff -control  sector," 
with  the  launch  of  a  new  sixth  variant. 

Two  trends  in  the  haircare  market 
have  influenced  Beecham's  decision. 
One,  they  say,  is  the  steadily 
increasing  rate  at  which  UK  women 
are  washing  their  hair — 'leading  to  a 
tendency  for  hair  to  be  left  out-of- 
condition  with  a  disappointing  cosmetic 
result.  This,  say  Beecham,  comes  about 
as  most  of  the  shampoos  still  being 
used  were  actually  designed  more  than 
two  years  ago,  when  the  average 
washing  frequency  was  much  lower. 
"Consequently,  their  performance  is 
no  longer  properly  matched  to  the  very 
high  frequency  of  hair-washing  that 
prevails  today." 

The  other  trend,  the  rapid  increase 
in  anti-dandruff  shampooing,  they 
believe  now  accounts  for  a  "significant 
and  growing  share  of  all  shampoo 
sales". 

Mike  Maister,  Beecham  Toiletries' 
marketing  manager  for  women's 
haircare  believes:  "To  take  'full 
advantage  of  the  fast-emerging 
opportunities  linked  to  both  these 
continuing  trends,  we  have  created  a 
new-style  Silvikrin  shampoo  range 
with  markedly  fresh  new  impetus. 

"First,  the  brand's  great 
traditional  strength  in  the  cosmetic 
shampoo  sector  has  been  substantially 
reinforced  with  a  fresh  set  of  benefits. 
This  involved  reforming  its 
performance  on  a  new  basis  that 
allows  for  a  very  much  wider 
variation  in  hair-washing  frequency 
than  most  of  the  competition. 

"Secondly,  the  brand  is  now  also 
bringing  a  fresh  appeal  to  the  field  of 
dandruff-control — the  fastest  growing 
sector  in  UK  shampoos  today — where 
hair-washing  frequency  is  particularly 
high." 

The  range  comes  with  the  familiar 
Silvikrin  name-design  and  bottle-shape 
but  the  anti-dandruff  variant  is 
opaque  with  a  white  polish  finish  to 
distinguish  it.  Beecham  advise  that  it 
should  be  displayed  with  AH  Clear 
and  Head  &  Shoulders.  The  other  five 
variants — rich  almond  for  dry  hair, 
fresh  citrus  for  greasy  hair,  beer  shine 
for  dull  hair,  golden  wheatgerm  for 
problem  hair  and  alpine  herb  for 
normal  hair — all  have  a  "group-look" 


coming  in  transparent  bottles.  Bottle 
sizes  for  the  six  variants  are  75ml, 
£0.54;  125ml,  £0.72  and  250ml,  £1.29 
and  there  is  a  sachet  (£0.15). 

Advertising  support  for  the  range 
is  estimated  by  Beecham  to  be  £2m, 
half  of  which  will  be  used  in  a 
television  advertising  campaign  with 
the  theme  "start  afresh  with 
Silvikrin".  Beecham  Toiletries, 
Great  West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middx.  ■ 


Cashing  in 


Sharp  Electronics  are  giving  away 
100  electronic  cash  registers  in  a 
free  to  enter  draw  which  runs  until 
the  end  of  this  month.  For  the  first 
name  out  of  the  hat  Stephanie, 
"Miss  Cashpoint  1981",  will  be  waiting 
to  present  the  prize.  As  a  bonus  she 
will  join  the  winner  for  lunch  in  a 
top  Manchester  restaurant.  Everyone 
having  a  demonstration  of  a  ERT872 
register  by  a  registered  Sharp  dealer  is 
eligible  for  the  draw  and  could  win  a 
machine  or  be  reimbursed  with  the 
purchase  price  if  they  buy  one. 
Sharp  Electronics  (UK)  Ltd,  Sharp 
House,  Thorp  Road,  Manchester 
M10  9BE.  ■ 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 


Cedocard  IV 

Manufacturer  Tillotts  Laboratories, 
Henlow  Trading  Estate,  Henlow,  Beds 
Description  'Colourless,  isotonic,  saline 
solution  containing  isosorbide  dinitrate 
lOmg  in  10ml 

Indications  Treatment  of  unresponsive 
congestive  heart  failure  particularly 
after  myooardal  infarction.  Elevated 


left  ventricular  filling  pressure  is 
reduced.  Control  of  refractory  angina 
pectoris 

Dosage  Administration  is  by  intravenous 
infusion  only  and  the  dosage  must  be 
determined  individually.  For  adults, 
doses  of  2-7mg  per  hour  are 
recommended.  See  data  sheet  for 
further  details.  There  are  no 
recommended  doses  for  children. 
Isotonic  saline,  5-30  per  cent  glucose 
solution  or  Krebs-Ringer  solution  can 
be  used  for  dilution 
Contraindications  Hypotension, 
cardiogenic  shock 

Precautions  Close  supervision  of  the 
patient  is  necessary.  If  PVC  infusion 
bags  and  administration  sets  are  used, 
a  15-30  per  cent  loss  of  potency  can 
occur.  There  is  no  loss  of  active 
constituent  from  solution  in  glass  or 
polyethylene  apparatus  and  it  is 
recommended  that  syringe  pump 
(glass  or  rigid  plastic)  with  short 
sections  polyethylene  tubing  is  used. 
A  polyethylene  infusion  bag  may  also 
be  used.  If  only  PVC  bags  are  available 
then  close  haemodynamic  monitoring 
of  the  patient  is  necessary — the 
infusion  rate  should  be  modified 
according  to  haemodynamic 
parameters.  500ml  bags  should  be  used 
to  minimise  potency  loss 
Side  effects  Headache.  If  there  is  an 
excessive  reduction  in  blood  pressure, 
phenomena  indicating  a  reduced  blood 
supply  to  the  heart  may  appear 
Pharmaceutical  precautions  After 
dilution,  the  infusion  solution  is  stable 
for  24  hours 

Packs  10  ampoules  (£49.50  to  hospitals) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  June  1981  ■ 


Naxogin  changes 


Naxogin  tablets  will  now  be  white 
instead  of  yellow  due  to  the  removal 
of  tartrazine.  A  pack  of  8  tablets 
(£1.23  trade)  is  replacing  the  6-tablet 
pack.  Farmitalia  Carlo  Erba  Ltd, 
Kingmaker  House,  Station  Road, 
Barnet,  Herts  ENS  1NU.  ■ 


Durophet  colouring 


The  black  colour  of  the  higher 
strengths  of  Durophet  capsules  has 
been  changed  slightly.  The  20mg 
strength  are  now  opaque  charcoal 
grey /charcoal  grey  and  the  12.5mg 
strength  are  opaque  white/charcoal 
grey.  Riker  Laboratories,  1  Morley 
Street,  Loughborough,  Leicestershire 
LE11  1EP.  ■ 
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You're  listening  to  one  of 
the  biggest  radio  campaigns 
Britain  has  ever  heard. 

Nobody  has  ever  spent 
quite  so  much  money  on  radio 
advertising  in  support  of  you. 

Nobody. 

Few  companies  have  ever 
planned  to  dominate  the  radio 
wave-bands  so  totally,  either. 


Until  now. 

Right  before  your  very 
ears  Optrex  (makers  of  the 
famous  Optrex  lotion  and 
increasingly  popular  Optrex 
drops)  takes  over  the 
commercial  radio  stations  with 
a  most  significant  piece  of 
communication. 
Bloop  Bloop. 


Every  time  you  hear  this 
)und,  Optrex  demonstrates  its 
ngular  ability  to  bring  relief  to 
>re  red  eyes. 

Bloop  Bloop. 

Red  eyes  are  quickly 
>othed  and  made  to  feel  better. 

As  much  as  72%  of  the 
)untry  will  see  the  answer  to 
>re  red  eyes  inside  their  radio. 


They'll  also  read  about  it 
in  the  press. 

The  vast  majority  of 
Britain  will  be  reminded  of 
something  it  already  believes. 

You  wouldn't 
put  anything  else  in 
your  eyes. 

City  Wall  House,  Basing  View,  Basingstoke, 
Hampshire  RG212JP.  Telephone  (0256)  57272 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Curity  Snugglers  relaunched 
with  elasticated  legs 


Colgate-Palmolive  are  relaunching 
Curity  Snugglers  with  elasticated  legs 
which  they  say  are  better  than  before 
and  better  than  the  competition. 

There  are  no  plans  at  the  moment 
to  uplift  old  stock  and  the  company 
will  be  using  a  special  project  task 
force  during  the  launch  period. 

Research,  says  the  company,  has 
shown  that  elastication  provides  a 
better  fitting  nappy  and  with  an  edge 
to  edge  absorbent  layer  will  help 
prevent  leakage. 

"The  new  elasticated  nappy  is 
fastened  by  adhesive  tapes  allowing 
variation  in  baby's  size  and  the  double 
tuck  construction  ensures  maximum 
absorbency  where  it  is  really  needed — 
this  makes  elasticated  Snugglers  a 
very  effective  alternative  to  the 
cumbersome  terry  nappy  system." 

Colgate  estimate  the  disposable 
nappy  market  has  grown  in  value  by 
over  400  per  cent  since  1976  and  is 
currently  worth  £28m.  Cosifits  and 
Peaudouce,  both  of  which  were 
launched  in  1980,  are  credited  with 


7  and  3  per  cent  shares  respectively. 
Snugglers  they  say  hold  a  38  per  cent 
brand  share. 

The  launch  of  elasticated  Snugglers 
will  be  supported  from  mid- July  by 
television  advertising,  sampling  (which 
Colgate  say  reaches  85  per  cent  of  new 
mums)  and  POS  support.  The  product 
will  continue  to  be  available  in  five 
sizes — newborn  (£1.33),  daytime 
(£1.60),  super  daytime  (£1.82), 
overnight  (£1.72)  and  toddler  (£1.90). 
Discounts  will  be  available  through  the 
larger  wholesalers.  Colgate-Palmolive 
Ltd,  75  Oxford  Street,  London 
W1A  1EN.  ■ 


'Ethical'  and  OTC 
packs  for  antacid 

A  new  antacid/antiflatulent  is  being 
introduced  in  both  prescription  and 
OTC  packs.  The  product  is  Maalox 
plus  and  it  is  being  marketed  by  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals — the  recently-formed 
ethicals  division  of  Radiol  Chemicals. 

The  formulation  is  as  for  Maalox 
with  the  addition  of  simethicone  and 
a  lemon  flavouring.  It  is  available  both 
as  a  suspension,  containing  25mg 
simethicone  in  5ml  and  tablets  each 
containing  25  mg.  The  prescription 
packs  are  300ml  and  50  tablets  (both 


Floato  soap 


Designed  to  solve  the  problem  of  losing 
soap  in  the  bath  is  the  Soapfloater 
(£0.49)  which  is  made  of  plastic  and 
comes  in  a  range  of  eight  multi- 
coloured motifs.  The  Soapfloater, 
available  on  pegboard  cards,  has  to  be 
attached  to  the  soap,  aiding  a  speedy 
retrieval  from  the  water.  Floato  Soap 
Ltd,  9  Langton  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Kent.  * 

Q-Tips  relaunch 

Q-Tips  cotton  swabs  have  been 
relaunched  in  packs  of  50  (£0.49),  100 
(£0.75),  200  (£1.15)  and  400  (£1.75). 
Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242, 
Consort  House,  Victoria  Street, 
Windsor,  Berks  SLA  1EX.  ■ 

Wet  Ones  on  TV 

Sterling  Health  will  be  putting  "Wet 
Ones  for  Baby"  on  television  for  the 
second  time  this  year.  The  burst  will 
be  on  June  15  for  three  weeks  in  all 
regions  except  Southern,  Harlech  and 
Westward.  Daytime  spots  have  been 


booked  to  maximise  viewing  by 
mothers  and  mothers-to-be.  Sterling 
Health,  St  Marks  Hill,  Surbiton, 
Surrey  KT6  4PH.  ■ 

Varemoid  tablets 

Patient  information  leaflets  for  Varemoid 
tablets  are  available  on  request  from 
Zyma  (UK)  Ltd,  Hurdsfield  Industrial 
Estate,  Macclesfield,  Ches  SK10  2'LY.  ■ 


Maalox 
Plus 

su|pENSlON 

*$0 

mm 


Relieves  indigestion  fast 


£1.57  trade)  and  the  OTC  sizes  are 
118ml  and  20  tablets  (both  £0.67 
trade)  retailing  at  £1.15. 

A  bonus  of  12  as  9  is  being  offered 
on  the  OTC  packs  when  these  form 
part  of  a  £40  parcel  from  the  Rorer, 
Radian  and  Biovital  range  of  products. 
A  shelf-talker  emphasising  the  flavour 
will  be  available.  Launch  support 
includes  direct  advertising  in  general 
practitioners'  journals  and  mailings. 
Rorer  Pharmaceuticals,  Stepfield, 
Witham,  Essex  CM8  3  AG.  ■ 


The  Astrotherm  and  Astrodent  are  among 
the  recently-launched  range  of  Micromark 
electrical  products  (C&D,  May  30, 
p1024).  British  Distributing  Co,  590 
Green  Lanes,  Haringey,  London  >N8  0RA 
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if  you  designed  your 

ideal  RO.S.  system 
what  would  you  eall  it 


If  you  were  asked  to  design  a 
POS  system  for  your  business,  you 
could  no  doubt  Hst  all  the  features 
you'd  want  it  to  include. 

Details  that  are  special  to 
YOUR  business. 

You'd  insist  it  should  be  simple 
to  operate,  simple  to  look  after. 

With  the  most  reliable  electronic 
software  and  hardware  -  made  by  a 


company  of  long  experience  and  a  1000 
strong  Research  Department. 

And  serviced  always  by  the 
company  who  made  it. 

Your  ideal  system.  Does  it  exist? 

Yes. 

Surprised?  Once  you  know 
who  makes  it,  definitely  not.  It's 
OMRON  of  course. 


r 


to:  Stuart  Wood,  Omron  Terminals  (UK)  Limited 
58/62  Coombe  Road,  New  Maiden, 
Surrey  KT3  4QW  01-949 1032 


I  need  proof  of  what  you've  said  above. 

Name  Title  

Company  

Address  

 (Ref.  CD2). 

Type  of  business  

Branches  in  Liverpool  Leeds  Birmingham  Belfast  Newport  (Scotland  opening  shortly) 


I  OMRON  ®ff 


o 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Milton  range  extended  with 
addition  of  baby  shampoo 


A  baby  shampoo  with  conditioner  is 
to  he  added  to  the  Milton  range. 
Milton  Infa-soft  will  he  available  in  a 
100ml  bottle  (£0.85)  and  flashed  stock 
of  69p  is  available  as  well  as  15p  trial 
size  hottles  which  come  supplied  in  a 
carded  counter  display  unit  (see  insert 
this  issue). 

Richardson-Vick  claim  that  80  per 
cent  of  'baby  shampoo  sales  go  to 
adults  and  will  be  supporting  Milton 
Infa-soft  with  a  £300,000  television 
advertising  campaign  with  bursts  from 
August  through  to  March  in  all  areas 
except  Lancashire  where  there  will  be 
an  upweight  test  to  the  tune  of 
£450,000.  Richardson-Vick  Ltd, 
Rusham  Park,  Whitehall  Lane,  Egham, 
Surrey  TW20  9NW.  ■ 


\  \\  \  \ 
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Dy/on  ftai/e  introduced  a  counter  display 
unit  to  hold  the  28  colours  in  their 
Wash  'n  Dye  range.  The  three-tier  unit 
holds  105  of  the  new  200g  packs. 
Dylon  International  Ltd,  Lower  Sydenham, 
London  SE26  5HD 


Cosmetic  promotions 
for  two  multiples 


Max  Factor  are  running  colour 
cosmetic  promotions  through  Boots 
and  Underwoods.  At  Boots  the  Colour 
School  gives  a  step  by  step  guide  to 
make-up  application  with  consultants 
on  hand  to  give  advice  and 
demonstrations.  Max  Factor  have  also 
put  together  colour  collections  for 
the  lips  and  eyes  containing  four 
shades  (£1.75).  The  promotion  runs 
until  June  20. 

At  Underwoods  the  London 
Colour  Event  includes  savings  on 
five  Max  Factor  pencil  products  and 
shades  for  the  lips,  nails  and  eyes. 
This  promotion  runs  until  June  27. 
Max  Factor  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1A  3  AH.  ■ 


Optima  flash  now 
available 


Agfa's  Optima  flash,  first  seen  at 
Photokina  80,  is  now  available  in  the 
UK.  The  camera  is  a  35mm  compact — 
1 19x63x86mm — with  built  in  flash  that 
automatically  switches  on  when  raised 
and  off  when  lowered. 

The  model  (around  £42)  has  all  the 
features  of  the  Optima  range,  including 


electronic  shutter  and  automatic 
exposure  control  system,  exclusive 
sensor  release.  Other  features  include 
a  brightline  viewfinder  with  parallax 
correction  marks  and  the  unusually 
large  magnification  of  0.8:  1  for  a 
compact  camera. 

It  also  has  a  low  light  indicator,  a 
flash  ready  indicator  visible  in  the 
viewfinder,  and  coupling  of  lens  stops 
and  distances  for  flash.  The  lens  is  the 
Agfa-Solitar  40mm  4-element  lens  with 
stops  from  f/2.8  to  16,  electronic 
diaphragm  shutter  1/30  to  1/1000 
seconds  with  continuous  electronic 
control  of  shutter  speeds  and  lens  stops. 
Films  can  be  accommodated  with 
speeds  from  25  to  500  ASA,  and 
focusing  from  3ft  to  infinity  by  a  scale 
or  three  click-stop  symbols. 

The  flash  unit  is  powered  by  two 
type  AAA  batteries,  giving  a  recycling 
time  of  approximately  lOsec  and  a 
total  of  about  ISO  flashes  per  set  of 
batteries.  Flash  exposure  distances 
related  to  film  speed  range  from  10ft 
for  50  ASA  to  26ft  for  400  ASA. 
Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  27  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  ■ 

Peaudouce  economy 

packs 

Peaudouce  Babyslips  are  now  available 
in  economy  packs  with  the  added 
incentive  of  ten  free  in  the  newborn 
economy  pack.  Peaudouce  (UK)  Ltd, 
827  High  Road,  London  N12.  ■ 


Formula  S  soya 
food  from  C&G 

Cow  and  Gate  have  introduced 
Formula  S  soya  food  (£1.70)  for 
infants  who  are  not  breas't  fed  and  who 
are  allergic  to  cows  milk  protein  and 
for  infants,  children  and  adults 
intolerant  to  lactose. 

Formula  S  soya  food  is  a  filtermat- 
dried  formula  containing  glucose  syrup, 
vegetable  oil  and  soya  protein  isolate. 
It  is  sucrose  free. 

Packed  under  nitrogen  and 
available  in  450g  tins  with  ring  pull 
ends  and  plastic  reclosure,  Formula  S 
soya  food  has  a  shelf  life  of  up  to 
two  years.  A  feeding  table  is  printed  on 
each  tin.  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Cow  &  Gate 
House,  Trowbridge,  Wilts.  ■ 

Bodyform  campaign 

A  new  women's  Press  campaign  for 
Bodyform  is  to  run  throughout  June 
in,  and  among  others,  Woman,  19,  She, 
Over  21,  Woman's  World  and 
Cosmopolitan.  The  advertisements 
move  on  from  the  square  woman  theme 
and  uses  well-known  personalities. 
Sally  James,  of  "Tiswas"  appears  in  the 
first  burst. 

To  complement  the  new 
advertising,  Bowater-Scott  are 
concurrently  running  an  extra  product 
promotion  with  an  on-pack  offer  of  20 
towels  for  the  price  of  12.  Bowater 
Scott  Corporation  Ltd,  East 
Grinstead,  West  Sussex  RH19  1UR.  ■ 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 

Ln    London     WW  Wales  &  West     We  Westward 


M  Midlands  So  South 

Lc     Lanes       NE  North-east 

Y  Yorkshire  A  Anglia 

Sc  Scotland    U  Ulster 


B  Border 

G  Grampian 

E  Eireann 

CI  Channel  Is 


Anadin:  All  areas 

Bic  razors:  Ln,  Sc,  We 

Colgate  Dental  Cream:  All  areas 

Dylon:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  NE 

Elseve  conditioners:  All  areas 

Keystone  XR308:  M 
Lessen  One  &  Lessen  Two:  Ln 
Oil  of  Ulay:  All  except  Ln,  E 

Paddi  Cosifits:  All  areas 

Vapona:  Y,  NE 

Wet  Ones:  All  except  WW,  So,  We 
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Question! 


Which  company  first 
pioneered  pure  adrenalin, 
phenytoin,  chloramphenicol, 
the  f  enamates  and 
vidarabine? 


Question! 


Which  company  has 
produced  the  only  Braille- 
English  medicine  labels  for 
use  in  retail  pharmacy? 


C^t  I ACtfrtF)  "Z  Which  company  put 
VM"J  UUI U.  £15  million  in  pharmacy  only 

OT.Cs  in  your  till  last  year? 


Question  4. 


Which  company  is  dedicated 
to  the  practice  of  retail 
pharmacy? 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Royal  Windsor  range 
to  be  launched 


A  new  Roberts  Royal  Windsor  range 
is  to  be  launched  which  will  include 
toilet  water  (£4.95),  bath  salts  (£3.95), 
pot  pourri  (£1.95)  and  soaps  developed 
with  the  original  Victorian  formula. 

The  toilet  soap,  bath  salts  and  toilet 
water  are  available  in  four  floral 
fragrances — tudor  rose,  jasmine, 


lavender  and  honeysuckle — and  the  pot 
pourri  recipe  is  based  on  an  Elizabethan 
recipe  of  assorted  dried  petals,  sweet 
smelling  oils  and  spices. 

Boxed  tablets  of  soap  will  be 
available  singly  (£1.50)  or  in  boxes  of 
three  (£3.95),  and  the  bath  salts,  pot 
pourri  and  toilet  water  come  in 
apothecary  shaped  glass  bottles  with 
the  Roberts  Windsor  "seal".  Shelf 
organisers  and  show  cards  are  supplied 
and  the  range  will  be  available  from 
July.  Eyelure  Ltd,  Grange  Industrial 
Estate,  Cwmbran,  Gwent.  ■ 


Wellcome  add  two 
insecticides 


Wellcome  are  adding  two  aerosol 
insecticides  to  their  range — an  ant  & 
crawling  insect  ikiller  '(£1.16)  and 
mothproofer  (£1.09).  Both  products 
contain  permethrin — a  broad-spectrum 
insecticide  which  is  persistent  for  up 
to  three  months  in  its  action.  Coopex 
mothproofer  is  said  by  the  company  to 
be  effective  against  carpet  beetles  and 


non-staining  on  clothes  while  ant  & 
crawling  insect  killer  is  non-tainting 
and  unharmful  near  food  when  used  as 
directed. 

The  aerosols  are  in  chocolate-brown 
cans,  bearing  illustrations  of  target 
insects.  Wellcome  Consumer  Division, 
The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe 
Hall,  Crewe,  Cheshire.  ■ 


Homecare  promotion 


A  homecare  value  promotion  is  being 
run  on-pack  and  through  a  consumer 
competition  by  Johnson  Wax  until 
August  31.  The  promotion  features 
5p  off  Pledge,  Shake  n'  Vac,  and 
Sparkle,  6p  off  Glade  solid  and  lOp 
off  next  purchase  of  Klear. 

In  the  competition  proof  of 
purchase  gives  the  consumer  a  chance 
to  win  as  first  prize  all  home  bills  paid 
for  one  year,  up  to  a  maximum  of 
£5,000.  Runner-up  prizes  are  two 
washers,  three  tumble  dryers  and  thirty 
deep  fryers.  Display  material  available 
includes  headboards  and  competition 
leaflet  pads.  Johnson  Wax,  Frimley 
Green,  Camberley,  Surrey.  ■ 


It  pays 
to  display. 


Sudocrem  is  a  real  profit  maker! 

As  a  general  sales  list  product  Sudocrem  can  be  freely 
displayed.  Sudocrem  is  particularly  useful  for  the  treatment 
and  prevention  of  napkin  rash. 

It  can  also  be  used  to  treat  a  wide  range  of 
other  skin  conditions,  napkin  rash,  eczema  and  bedsores. 

There  is  a  strong  demand  from  customers  for 
this  product,  (we've  received  hundreds  of  letters 
asking  "where  can  we  get  Sudocrem?")  there 
is  strong  support  available  for  you. 

So  don't  wait  —  Display  Sudocrem 
now  and  cash  in  on  a  winner. 


Sudocrem 


ANTISEPTIC  HEALING  CREAM 

David  Anthony  Ltd., 

Pharmaceutical  Distributors,  59  Crosby  Road  North,  Liverpool  L22  4QD 

Retail  Prices:  R.R  S  P  per  Unit  (Inc  Vat)  65g  -  55p,  125g  -  87p.  325g  -  £1.76. 
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The  company  that 
produces  these 
pharmacy-only  best-setters: 


Self  medication  is  becoming  increasingly  important.  The  Warner  Parke-Davis 
range  of  Over-the-counter  medicines,  supported  by  extensive  prescription 
usage  over  many  years,  is  a  leading  range  of  effective,  profitable  treatments 

that  you  can  recommend  with  confidence. 


Wm.  R.WARNER  &  PARKE-DAVIS 

part  of  the  Warner-Lambert  Group 

Serving  medicine  and  the  community 

Warner-Lambert  (U.K.)  Limited,  UskRoad,  Pontypool  Gwent  NP4  OYH. 


*Trade  mark  R81114 


Paddi  „ 

COSIFITS 


to**  b* 


1, 


Now  a  £35m  market! 
50%  annual  market  growth! 

Paddi  Cosif  Hs-the  fastest  growing  brand 
in  your  fastest  growing  market* 

Paddi  Cosifits  are  the  nappies  your  customers  want. 
Mothers  throughout  the  country  have  told  us  so.  From  product 
tests  and  hundreds  of  letters  of  approval  we  know  Paddi  Cosifits  has 
got  what  you  r  market  wants. 

Few  markets  ever  develop  at  this  rate.  Few  brands  get  this 
weight  of  support. 

Are  you  stocked  up  to  meet  the  demand? 


Over  £2,000,000  brand  support  for  New 
Paddi  Cosifits  in  this  £35,000,000  market 

9  National  Television -every  area      reaching  mothers-to-be,  and 

(including Ulster) -every  month.      new  mums. 

9  The  famous  "Conga"  com mer-  i||  Continuous  national  distribu- 
cial  -  rated  number  one  by  tion  of  35p  coupon, 

viewers!  9  Continuous  national  sampling 
Heavy  press  advertising  -  to  expectant  mothers, 

double  page  colour  spreads  ^  Health  centre  and  baby  clinic 
in  all  Mother  and  Baby  books,         sampling  programme. 


New  Paddi  Cosifits 

with  elasticated  legs 
for  a  leakproof  fit! 


'Independent  Retail  Audit  Jan/Feb  1981 
tT.A.B.S.  Feb  1981. 


Robinsons  of  Chesterfield 

I    As  the  country's  leading  supplier  of  hospital  care  and  personal 
hygiene  products  for  over  100  years,  Robinsons  of  Chesterfield 
is  Britain's  most  experienced  disposable  nappy  manufacturer. 

CHESTERFIELD.  DERBYSHIRE.  S40  2AD.TEL:  0246  31101. TELEX:  S47320 
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These  are  extracts  from  some  hundreds  of  letters 
received  from  people  wanting  disposable  Cumfies. 

Continuous  advertising  in  women's  journals  is 
producing  this  kind  of  response  every  day- letters 
from  enquirers  wanting  to  buy  Cumfies  from  you!  Are 
you  losing  out? 

Two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  unfortunate 
people  in  the  U.K.  suffer  from  some  form  of 
incontinence -nearly  all  of  them  could  be  your 
customers! 

Incontinence  is  an  embarrassing  condition,  stock 
Cumfies  now  and  help  restore  the  dignity  of  the 
sufferer.  With  a  25%  margin  on  every  pack  you'll  not 
regret  such  a  service. 


cumfies 


VernaiU 

PRODUCT 


Available  from  your  local  wholesaler 

Vernon-Carus  Limited,  Penwortham  Mills,  Preston,  Lanes  PRl  9SN. 


Don't 

be  caught 
with  your 
Tubigrip 
down 

More  and  more  GP's  are  prescribing 
Tubigrip-Britain's  top-selling  tubular  support 
bandage-the  more  effective  alternative 
to  crepe. 

Which  isn't  a  great  surprise. 

Easy  to  apply  and  fully  washablejubigrip 
is  tops  simply  because  it  puts  patients  first. 

Make  sure  your  stocks  of  Tubigrip  are 
adequate  to  meet  increasing  demand.  Order 
Tubigrip  in  metre  and  half  metre  rolls  through 
your  usual  channels-and  remember  this  is  a 
prescribable  line  which  can  also  be  sold  over 
the  counter. 


YOU 

can  rely  on 
support 
from 


tubigrip 


mm 


Elasticated  sun 


surgical 
:ockinette 


THE  'TUBIGRIP'PEOPLE 
BATEMAN  -JACKSON 

A  member  of  the  Seton  Group.  Tubiton  House, 
Oldham  OL13HS  England.  Tel :  061-652  2222  (5  lines) 
Telegrams  "Tubiton"  Oldham  Telex:  669956 
Distributors  of  Seton  specialised  surgical  dressings  and  appliances 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Mixed  bag  of  commercials 
in  TABs  Top  Ten 


Cosifits  again  head  the  TABs 
(Television  Advertising  Bureau)  Top 
Ten  list  of  products  sold  through  C&D 
outlets  and  advertised  on  television. 
The  top  four  ratings  have  all 
previously  appeared  in  the  Top  Ten 
and  while  the  Cosifits  campaign  is  a 
consistently  high  scorer  the  others 
have  all  increased  their  scores  and 
improved  their  positions. 

The  list  'for  March  is  as  follows:  — 
Cosifits  nappies  67 
Andrex  60 
Peaudouce  nappies  59 
Johnsons  baby  powder  56 
Deep  Fresh  foam  bath  55 
Dettdl  55 
Harpic  B'leachmatic  52 
Domestos  51 
Marmite  5 1 

IVosene  shampoo  51 
Scotties  tri-ply  51 

An  outstanding  commercial  can 
score  anything  up  to  80,  a  poor  one 
as  low  as  25  with  the  average  usually 
around  50. 

The  scores  are  based  on  a  panel 
of  3,500  viewers  in  the  London 
television  area  during  the  course  of  a 
normal  evenings  viewing. 

In  the  overall  list  of  advertisements 
the  Two  Ronnies  Austin  Morris 
campaign  has  reversed  last  month's 
situation  and  toppled  Paddi  Cosifits 
from  the  top  spot.  Cosifits  first 
appeared  in  the  TABs  chart  in  June 
df  last  year.  TABs  Ltd,  18  Maddox 
Street,  London  W1R  9LE.  ■ 


Rimmel  additions 
and  fashion  shades 

Five  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
Rimmel  range  together  with  a  collection 
of  new  fashion  shades.  The  additions  are 
double  act  mascara  (£1.50)  in  black  and 
dark  brown,  shadow  mates  (£0.89) 
containing  one  matte  and  one  frosty  eye 
shadow  stick  available  in  six  colour 
combinations,  loose  face  powder 
(£1.50)  in  four  shades  of  cream  rose, 
warm  peach,  cool  beige  and  apricot 
bloom,  shimmering  highlighter  (£0.79) 
and  protect  your  lips  (£0.66). 

Cerise  shimmer,  fuchsia  shimmer  and 
cool  purple  are  available  in  twist-up  and 
push-up  lipsticks,  the  first  two  also 
available  as  pearlised  nail  lacquer  and 
the  latter  in  the  creamy  nail  lacquer 


Kodokfilm.  ft"**"***' 


Kodak  have  produced  a  merchandiser 
capable  of  taking  up  to  220  assorted 
films,  including  \PR10  instant  film. 
Measuring  21x25x7ins,  it  can  be  wall 
mounted  or  free  standing.  Available  from 
July,  the  cost  is  £21,  or  £24  to  non- 
account  dealers.  Kodak  Ltd,  PO  Box  66, 
Kodak  House,  Station  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  Herts  HP1  1JU 


range.  Cheeky  pink  has  been  added  to 
the  translucent  and  pat-on  translucent 
blush,  blushing  creme  is  now  available 
in  a  candy  glow  shade,  creamy  kohl  eye 
liner  is  available  in  navy  and  there  'is  an 
eye  shadow  duet  in  frosty  pink  and  velvet 
violet  with  lilac  and  grape  bloom  added 
to  make  a  quartet.  Advertising  is 
scheduled  to  appear  in  the  major 
women's  magazines  throughout  the  year. 
Rimmel  say  that  in  the  two  months  to 
February  1981  they  were  the  top-selling 
brands  in  the  lipsticks,  nail  lacquers, 
blushers  and  eye  liner  sectors.  Rimmel 
International  Ltd,  17  Cavendish  Square, 
London  W1M  HHE.  ■ 


Anyone  for  tennis? 

Johnson  Wax  are  to  again  sponsor  the 
Agree  Challenge  Cup.  First  prize  will 
be  a  tennis  holiday  for  two  at  Harry 
Hopman's  tennis  camp,  Bardmoor 
Country  dub,  Florida,  and  in  addition 
to  prize  money  of  over  £2,500  there 
are  engraved  silver  flower  vases  for 
individual  winners. 

The  final  will  be  held  at  St 
George's  Lawn  Tennis  Club, 
Weybridge,  on  September  6.  Johnson 
Wax  Ltd,  Frimly  Green,  Camberley, 
Surrey.  ■ 


J& J  on-pack  offer 
of  Ladybird  books 

Johnson  &  Johnson  are  offering 
mothers  two  free  Ladybird  picture 
books  as  an  on-pack  offer  on  their 
baby-dry  one-way  nappy  liners. 

To  obtain  the  two  books  from  a 
choice  of  eight  the  consumer  has  to 
send  in  five  tokens  from  the  special 
packs  of  Johnson's  baby-drys.  There  is 
one  token  on  the  50s  pack  and  two  on 
the  100s.  Cash  &  Carry  packs  are  also 
included  in  this  promotion.  Johnson 
&  Johnson  Ltd,  260  Bath  Road,  Slough 
Berks.  ■ 


Summer  savings 

Summer  activity  by  Prince  Matchabelli 
includes  an  Aviance  23g  eau  de 
toilette  atomiser  for  £3.50  (a  saving 
df  45p)  supplied  in  a  velour  pochette; 
a  12.5g  Cachet  eau  de  toilette  spray 
for  £1.85  and  a  blue  Cachet  rollerbag 


for  £2.95  with  proof  df  purchase  df 
any  Cachet  product.  Prince 
Matchabelli,  PO  Box  242,  Consort 
House,  Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  Berks 
SL4  1EX.  ■ 


Range  extension 


Following  the  launch  of  their  Parfums 
Gres  eau  de  cologne  range,  Ocoutre 
Fragrances  are  making  two  line 
additions — a  100ml  glass  atomiser  and 
a  125ml  metal  travel  spray  (both  £6.25) 
— and  are  launching  a  special  offer 
30ml  spray  at  £2.25.  Ocoutre 
Fragrances,  Spur  Road,  Felham, 
Middlesex  TW14  0TJ.  ■ 
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:ven  got  a  gift  for  you. 


It's  a  handsome  bonus  on  top  of  the  handsome  profit  you 
regularly  make  on  our  Christmas  ranges. 
But  we're  keeping  it  under  wraps. 
(Yes,  it  is  that  good!) 

If  you  want  to  know  how  much  it  is,  youU  have  to  ring 
us  up. 

And  if  you  want  to  get  it,youll  have  to  be  invoiced 
before  August  31st.  (If  you'd  prefer  extended  credit  to  a 
straight  percentage  off  your  invoice,  that  can  be  arranged.) 

Coming  up. with  great  Christmas  gift  ideas  is  something 
we're  especially  good  at. 

Look  at  our  Imperial  Leather  Ladies' Collection. 
A  best-seller.  And  now  sporting  an  even  prettier  design. 
Or  Classic-our  men's  toiletries  range.  Every  year  it  goes 
from  strength  to  strength.  Now  there's  Soap  on  a  Rope  and 
a  special  Aftershave/Talc/leather  credit  card-holder  set,  too. 

As  for  the  novelty  range,  you'd  hardly  expect  one  to  be  a 
little  goldmine.  Ours  is.  Always  has  been.  From  golf  sets  for 
dads  and  sons,  to  cuddly  toys  with  baby's  talc,  we  can  fill  every 
stocking  in  the  house ! 

In  fact,  the  whole  range  has  been  a  firm  favourite  for 
years.  And  when  your  customers  find  out  that  we've  kept  our 
'..'/.  prices  down  to  between  £1  and  £6 . . .  well! 
i  rfl         Ring  your  Cussons  regional  office  now. 
r,  J:     If  you're  quick,  youH  make  more  profit  on  gift 
sets  that  have  always  been  money-spinners. 
*■•    \ '         And  isn't  that  what  you've  always 
■  ■  >y    wanted  for  Christmas? 
gjL...  >  Anglia/London  and  South: 

$->vV;':  '  01-4464351/2 

Midlands/South  West  and  Wales: 
0272-874696 

'  .  V       \       Scotland  and  North:  061-792  6111 


Cussons 


PSNI  COUNCIL 


Pre-registration  grants 
on  Scottish  basis 


The  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Services  are  introducing  a  grant  scheme 
for  pre-registration  trainees  in  Northern 
Ireland  on  a  parity  'basis  with  the 
current  Scottish  scheme. 

At  the  May  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Of  Northern  Ireland  a  letter  from  the 
Department  was  read  stating  this  and 
asking  for  the  Council's  co-operation 
in  providing  the  necessary  information 
about  students  undergoing  training  in 
general  practice  pharmacies. 
Information  would  be  required  by 
the  Central  Services  Agency  which 
would  check  claims  submitted  by 
pharmacists  before  approving  payment. 

The  president  said  that  about  30 
students  were  likely  to  be  involved. 
Since  the  Society's  regulations  required 
each  student  to  undergo  at  least  six 
months  of  the  pre-registration  period  in  a 
general  practice  pharmacy  there  would 
be  at  least  one  claim  for  each  student. 
Mr  O'Rourke  said  £632  was  paid  to 
pharmacists  in  Scotland  for  each  six 
months  of  training.  It  was  agreed  to 
provide  the  Central  Services  Agency 
with  all  the  relevant  information. 

Medicines  cabinets 


■  The  secretary  reported  that,  as 
instructed  at  a  previous  meeting,  he 
had  written  to  the  Society  of  Ulster 
Architects  suggesting  that,  in  future, 
plans  for  private  residences  should 
provide  for  a  medicines  cupboard  to  be 
installed  in  a  suitable  room.  He  was 
informed  that  housing  regulations 
(SR&ONI  1973  No  305)  required  the 
provision  of  a  medicines  cabinet  in 
either  the  kitchen  or  bathroom  at  a 
height  of  not  less  than  1.4  metres. 
Alternatively,  a  portion  of  high  level 
cupboard  space  in  the  kitchen  could  be 
used  if  an  approved  fastening  device 
was  fitted.  A  similar  provision  related  to 
public  sector  housing.  He  was  asked  to 
write  to  the  Northern  Ireland  Housing 
Authority  to  confirm  that  this  was  so 
and  that  the  regulations  were  being 
observed. 

■  A  letter  from  the  General  Medical 
Services  Committee  of  the  Northern 
Ireland  branch  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  stated  that  discussions  had 
been  held  with  the  DMSS  on  the 
Clothier  Report.  The  GMSC  had  been 
informed  that  in  the  absence  of 
agreement  by  the  pharmaceutical 


profession  there  was  no  possibility  of 
implementing  the  report  in  Northern 
Ireland.  They  had  then  agreed  that  a 
separate  advisory  body  would  be  needed. 
The  letter  asked  that  representatives  of 
the  GMSC  and  the  Council  should  meet 
to  discuss  the  matter. 

Several  members  said  they  were 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  contents  of 
the  letter.  The  Council  had  repeatedly 
stated  that  it  considered  the  Clothier 
Report  recommendations  had  no 
application  in  Northern  Ireland  and  if 
that  was  the  case  then  there  was  no 
need  for  such  a  committee.  It  was 
agreed  to  hold  a  meeting  with  the 
GMSC  and  possible  dates  were 
decided. 

■  A  letter  from  an  Area  Board's 
Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee 
drew  attention  to  problems  that  could 
arise  where  a  pharmacist  wished  to 
provide  a  full  pharmaceutical  service 
and  a  doctor  wished  to  dispense  for  his 
patients.  The  letter  asked  if  the  doctor 
had  a  right  to  include  a  dispensing 
service  as  part  of  his  contract  and  if  the 
pharmacist  could  only  provide  the 
service  if  this  right  was  abrogated 
voluntarily. 

Mr  Kerr  said  that,  as  he 
understood  the  position,  an  Area 
Board  could  require  a  doctor  to  dispense 
for  some,  or  all  of  the  patients  on  his 
list.  It  was  not  for  the  doctor  to  decide 
that  he  would  provide  both  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  service.  In  certain 
areas  where  a  pharmacy  had  closed  the 
Pharmaceutical  Contractors  Committee 
had  made  arrangements  for  a  collection 
and  delivery  service.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  reply  in  such  terms. 

BDA  want  to  hire  hall  

■  The  Northern  Ireland  Branch  of  the 
British  Dental  Association  had  asked 
for  permission  to  hire  the  Society's 
lecture  hall  for  eight  monthly  meetings 
during  the  next  winter  session 
commencing  in  September.  They  also 
inquired  about  the  financial 
arrangement.  Mr  Dillon  said  he  had 
been  approached  about  the  matter  some 
time  ago  and  he  understood  that  some 
members  of  the  Association's  Council 
had  been  shown  around  the  Society's 
premises.  Tt  was  agreed  to  suggest  a 
meeting  between  representatives  of  the 
Association  and  the  Society. 

■  The  president  said  she  had  attended 


a  symposium  organised  by  the  Pharmacy 
Students  Society.  A  display  of  second 
hand  pharmacy  text  books  was 
proposed  for  the  International 
Congress  to  be  held  in  Belfast  this 
August.  Students  from  the  under- 
developed countries  would  be  given 
the  books  they  wanted  at  the  end  of  the 
Congress.  The  students  had  asked  for 
the  Society's  assistance  in  collecting 
suitable  books  now  out  of  date  and  not 
in  use  in  pharmacies.  It  was  agreed  to 
include  a  suitable  note  to  members  of 
the  Society  when  the  next  circular  was 
sent  out. 

■  A  consultative  paper  published  by  the 
DHSS  entitled  "Fund  raising  in  the 
Health  and  Personal  Social  Services  in 
Northern  Ireland"  had  been  received. 
The  paper  proposed  that  Health  and 
Social  Services  Boards  should  be  given 
powers  to  engage  in  fund-raising 
activities  similar  to  those  recently 
given  to  health  authorities  in  Great 
Britain.  Comments  on  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  report  were  to  be 
submitted  not  later  than  July  31. 


Post-graduate  programme 

■  Professor  D'Arcy  said  the  education 
committee  had  drawn  up  a  provisional 
programme  of  post-graduate  lectures  for 
the  next  winter  session.  These  were: 
November  17,  "Prostaglandins"  by 
Professor  Buchanan;  November  24, 
"Medical  genetics";  December  1, 
"Prevention  of  diseases",  and 
December  8,  "Allergies"  by  Dr 
Burrows.  For  1982:  January  19, 
"Stomach  pain — OTC  or  doctor"  by 
Professor  Gary  Love;  January  26, 
"Total  parental  nutrition";  February  2, 
"Vitamins  and  medicinal  supplements"; 
February  9,  "Homeopathic  medicines" 
by  Dr  K.  Kerr;  February  16,  "Facets  of 
pharmaceutical  research  in  Northern 
Ireland".  The  committee  recommended 
a  half-day  symposium  on  the  subject  of 
ophthalmic  preparations,  including 
contact  lens  fluids,  and  also  a  short 
course  on  TV  additives  for  those  giving 
instruction  to  nurses. 

■  The  president  reported  that  the 
annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the 
Lurgan,  Portadown  and  Armagh 
Branch  had  attracted  an  attendance  of 
almost  40  pharmacists.  Mr  V.  E.  Reany 
(Hillsborough)  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  branch,  Mr  N.  P.  Weir 
(Dromore)  vice-chairman  and  Mr  R.  H. 
Caughey  was  re-appointed  as  honorary 
treasurer.  Mr  Kerr  said  he  felt  the 
time  had  come  to  attempt  to  revive 
interest  in  other  branches.  It  was  agreed 
that  Messrs  Corbett,  Galbraith,  Kerr, 
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SETTLEMENT  TERMS 

2.5%  discount  for  cash  with  order 
or  payment  within  7  days 
of  receipt  of  invoice. 


QUANTITY  DISCOUNT* 

10%  off  Orders  £100  and  over 
"Quantity  discount  is  not  available 
on  Bonus  Offers. 


ACCOUNTS 
30  days  nett. 


MAKE  MAXIMUM  USE  OF  SETTLEMENT  TERMS  AND  QUANTITY  DISCOUNT 


PRODUCT 

LIST  PACK 

LIST  PRICE/ PACK 

QUANTITY 
REQUIRED 

ASCORBIC  ACID 
TABLETS  bp 

100  MG 
200  MG 
500  MG 

100 
100 
100 

£0.45 
£0.75 
£1.45 

x  100 
x  100 
x  100 

ASPIRIN 
TABLETS  bp 


300  MG 


25  x  1dz 
100  x 1dz 


£1.20  per  dz 
£2.20  per  dz 


x  Idz 
x  1dz 


PARACETAMOL 
TABLETS  bp 


500  MG 


25  x  1dz 
50  x  1dz 
100  x  1dz 
1000 
5000 


£1.96  per  dz 
£2.95  per  dz 
£4.80  per  dz 
£3.50 
£16.95 


x  1dz 
x  1dz 
x  1dz 
x  1000 
x  5000 


FERROUS 
GLUCONATE 
TABLETS  bp 


300MG 


100 
1000 
5000 


£0.30 
£2.25 
£11.00 


x  100 
x  1000 
x  5000 


ZINC  AND 
CASTOR  OIL 


CREAM  BP 


NEW 

RANGE 


100  GMS 
250  GMS 
500  GMS 


10 
10 

1 


£2.90 
£5  70 
£1.30 


x  10 
x  10 
x  1 


BUY  ONE  —  GET  ONE  FREE 


FOR  ITEMS  PRINTED  IN  RED 


LORAZEPAM  TABLETS 

1  MG  &  2-5  MG  STRENGTHS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  NEXT  FEW  WEEKS 


QUANTITY 

PRODUCT 

PACK 

LIST  PRICE  PACK 

REQUIRED 

ACETAZOLAMIDE  TABLETS  BP 

250  MG 

50 

£1.10 

x  50 

500 

£8.25 

x  500 

AMITRIPTYLINE  TABLETS  BP 

10  MG 

1000 

£4.90 

x  1000 

25  MG 

1000 

£9.50 

x  1000 

AMPICILLIN  CAPSULES  BP 

250  MG 

500 

£15.00 

x  500 

500  MG 

250 

£15.00 

x  250 

500 

£30.00 

x  500 

AMINOPHYLLINE  TABLETS  BP 

100  MG 

500 

£1  50 

x  500 

ASPIRIN  &  CODEINE  TABLETS  BP 

25 

£0.33 

x  25 

50 

£0.52 

x  50 

100 

£0.92 

x  100 

BENDROFLUAZIDE  TABLETS  BP 

2.5  MG 

100 

£0.35 

x  100 

1000 

£3.00 

x  1000 

5  MG 

100 

£0.45 

x  100 

1000 

£4.25 

x  1000 

BENZHEXOL  TABLETS  BP 

2  MG 

100 

£0.60 

x  100 

1000 

£5.45 

x  1000 

5  MG 

100 

£1.20 

x  100 

1000 

£10.95 

x  10O0 

CHLORPHENIRAMINE  TABLETS  BP 

4  MG 

50 

£0.20 

x  50 

500 

£1.85 

x  500 

CHLORPROMAZINE  TABLETS  BP 

25  MG 

500 

£1.45 

x  500 

50  MG 

500 

£2.70 

x  500 

100  MG 

500 

£4.40 

x  500 

CHLORPROPAMIDE  TABLETS  BP 

100  MG 

250 

£3.00 

x  250 

250  MG 

500 

£11.00 

x  500 

CODEINE  PHOSPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

15  MG 

100 

£1.50 

x  100 

250 

£3.75 

x  250 

500 

£7.50 

x  500 

CODEINE  PHOSPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

30  MG 

100 

£2.60 

x  100 

250 

£6.50 

x  250 

500 

£12.50 

x  500 

1000 

£24.80 

x  1000 

CODEINE  PHOSPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

60  MG 

100 

£5.20 

x  100 

?R0 

f-nnn 

PRODUCT 

PACK 

LIST  PRICE  PACK 

QUANTITY 
REQUIRED 

DIAZEPAM  TABLETS  BP 

2  MG 
5  MG 
10  MG 

500 
1000 

500 
1000 

500 

£1.75 
£3.50 
£2.25 
£4.50 
£4.00 

x  500 
x  1000 
x  500 
x  1000 
x  500 

FOLIC  ACID  TABLETS  BP 

5  MG 

1000 

£2.50 

x  1fYYi 

FRUSEMIDE  TABLETS  BP 

20  MG 
40  MG 

1000 
1000 

£11.50 
£14.00 

x  1000 
x  1000 

HALOPERIDOL  TABLETS  BP 

0.5  MG 
1.5  MG 
5  MG 
10  MG 

100 
1000 

100 
1000 

100 
1000 

100 
1000 

£1.15 
£10.70 

£1.95 
£18.50 

£5.15 
£50.75 
£10.00 
£99.50 

x  100 
x  1000 
x  100 
x  1000 
x  100 
x  1000 
x  100 
x  1000 

HYDROCHLOROTHIAZIDE  TABLETS  BP 

25  MG 

1000 

£3.40 

x  1000 

IMIPRAMINE  TABLETS  BP 

25  MG 

1000 
5000 

£3.00 
£13.50 

x  1000 
x  5000 

INDOMETHACIN  CAPSULES  Bl 

25  MG 
50  MG 

500 
100 

£14.40 
£5.50 

x  500 
x  100 

METHYLDOPA  TABLETS  BP 

250  MG 
500  MG 

1000 

5-00 

£27.50 
£27.50 

x  1000 
x  50C 

METRONIDAZOLE  TABLETS  BP 

200  MG 

21 
250 

£0.65 
£6.50 

x  21 
x  250 

NICOTINAMIDE  TABLETS  BP 

50  MG 

1000 

£2.40 

x  1000 

NICOTINIC  ACID  TABLETS  BP 

50  MG 

1000 

£2.40 

x  1000 

NITRAZEPAM  TABLETS  BP 

5  MG 

500 

£3.95 

x  500 

OXYTETRACYCLINE  TABLETS  BP 

250  MG 

1000 

£8.70 

x  1000 

PENICILLIN  V-K  TABLETS  BP 

250  MG 

1000 

£12.50 

x  1000 

PHENYLBUTAZONE  TABLETS  BP 

100  MG 
200  MG 

1000 
1000 

£3.00 
£4.75 

x  1000 
x  1000 

PREDNISOLONE  TABLETS  BP 

5  MG 

500 

£2.75 

x  500 

PREDNISONE  TABLETS  BP 

5  MG 

500 

£2.75 

x  500 

PROMETHAZINE  HCL  TABLETS  BP 

25  MG 

1000 

£3.50 

x  1000 

PROPANTHELINE  TABLETS  BP 

15  MG 

1000 

£3.90 

x  1000 

PROPRANOLOL  TABLETS  BP 

10  MG 
40  MG 
80  MG 
160  MG 

500 
1000 
500 
100 

£5.88 
£27.86 
£21.06 

£8.42 

x  500 
x  1000 
x  500 
x  100 

QUINIDINE  SULPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

200  MG 

100 

250 
500 

£4.85 
£11.90 
£23.65 

x  100 
x  250 
x  500 

QUININE  BISULPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

300  MG 

500 

£22.00 

x  500 

QUININE  SULPHATE  TABLETS  BP 

300  MG 

500 

£22.00 

x  500 

TETRACYCLINE  TABLETS  BP  250  MG  1000   £9.35  x  1000 

|  TOLBUTAMIDE  TABLETS  BP  500  MG  500  £6.00  x   500  | 


EMPTY,  HARD  2  PIECE  GELATIN  CAPSULES 


Size 

Price  per  100 

Price  per  1000 

Price  per  1,000  for  Orders  over  5,000 

000 

£2.50 

£17.00 

£15.00 

00 

£2.00 

£16.00 

£14.00 

0 

£1.00 

£5.50 

£5.00 

1 

£0.95 

£5.00 

£4.50 

2 

£0.90 

£4.50 

£4.00 

3 

£0.85 

£4.00 

£3.50 

4 

£0.80 

£3.75 

£3.30 

5 

£0.75 

£3.50 

£3.00 

Name  Signature   

Address    Date  

  Orders  under  £10  are  charged  75p  post  &  packing 

PLEASE  USE  STAMP  OR  LABEL  TO  SHOW  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  CLEARLY  AND  SIGN  ORDER 

FREE  POST  NO  STAMP  REQUIRED  FREE  POST 

M.  A.  (Steinhard  Limited 

FREE  POST,  LONDON  NW10  17A.      Tel:  01-965  0194  Telex:  8952939 


WHAT'S  ABOUT  TO  GO 
TO  BOTH  THEIR  HEADS? 


about  Infa-Soft  we  have: 


£300,000 

NPulONnL 

TV  CAMPAIGN 

from  AUGUST  81 
to  MARCH  82 


warn 
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And  to  encourage  them  to  try  Infa-Soft  and  see  for  themselves  that  it  really 
is  a  better  baby  shampoo,  there  will  be  an  introductory  low  price  offer  on 
the  1 00ml  bottle.  1 5p  trial  size  bottles  will  also  be  available  in  a  special 
counter  display  unit. 


McGlaughlin  and  Napier  should  meet 
and  submit  recommendations  to  the 
next  meeting  of  council. 

■  The  secretary  was  instructed  to 
convey  the  Council's  congratulations 
and  good  wishes  to  Mr  McDonald  and 
his  wife  on  the  birth  of  a  son. 

■  Monica  Maria  Donnelly,  Cloughcorr, 
Ballycastle,  co  Antrim,  was  granted 
registration  as  a  student.  ■ 


NI  pharmaceutical 
expenditure  figures 

Expenditure  on  pharmaceutical 
services  in  Northern  Ireland  for  the 
year  ended  March  31,  1980,  totalled 
£34,234,970,  compared  with 
£30,101,833  in  1978-79. 

Pharmacists  and  appliance 
suppliers  accounted  for  a  gross 
expenditure  of  £34,711,327  of  which 
prescription  charges  accounted  for 
£1,528,118  (£30,079,791  and  £841,273 
respectively  the  previous  year). 
Dispensing  fees  for  pharmacists  came 
to  £3,124,020  (£3,007,978). 
Supply  of  drugs  and  appliances  by 
doctors  reached  £997,503  (£824,100) 
of  which  charges  accounted  for 
£31,637  (£17,092). 
Summary  of  Health  and  Personal 
Social  Services  Accounts  1979-1980 
(Cmnd  8178,  HMSO  Belfast,  £2.80).  ■ 


■  A  health  centre  is  to  be  built  at 
Havant  for  Wessex  RHA  at  a  cost  of 
£1,700,000.  It  is  also  planning  a 
health  centre  on  Le-on^Solent  at  a 
cost  of  around  £650,000. 

■  A  health  centre  is  planned  on 
land  off  Fleming  Way  North, 
Baddesley,  Hants  by 
Hampshire  AHA  at  a  cost  of 
around  £602,000. 

■  It  is  hoped  to  start  work  in  February 
on  building  a  hospital  and  health 
centre  at  Hay  Lodge,  Peebles,  Scotland 
for  the  Lothian  Health  Board.  It  will 
cost  £2,050,000. 

■  Hampshire  AHA  has  awarded  a 
£800,000  building  contract  for  a 
health  centre  on  a  site  adjacent  to  the 
War  Memorial  Hospital  at  Gosport, 
Hants. 


■  Harringay  Borough,  London  is 
seeking  approval  to  build  a  health 
centre  and  16  flats  at  Middle  Lane, 
London  N8. 

■  Leicestershire  AHA  are  seeking 
planning  permission  for  extensions  to 
the  health  centre  and  for  enlargement 
of  the  dispensary  at  Braunstone  Lane, 
Blaby. 

■  North  West  Thames  RHA  plans  a 
£250,000  health  centre  at  Marsh  Farm, 
Luton,  with  a  start  in  the  1982/3 
programme,  and  the  health  centre  at 
Flitwick  will  be  built  at  the  same  time. 
However,  Luton  Borough  Council  has 
proposed  building  a  health  clinic  at 
Marsh  Farm  estate  to  assist  the  AHA, 
as  they  are  giving  priority  to  the 
Flitwick  health  centre  scheme. 


SHY 

Some  customers  are  too 
shy  to  talk  about  haemorr  - 
hoidsand  anal  irritation. 

The  three  established 
ANUSOL  presentations  - 
Cream, Ointment  and 
Suppositories -now  have 
new  eye-catching  packs  and 
are  available  for  self 
selection. 

Merchandise  ANUSOL  in 
your  self-selection  medicines 
area  to  maximise  the 
product's  potential. 

Good  news  for  the 
Pharmacy,  as  well  as 
for  the  painful  shy. 


anuses 


  nothing 

anusol 


anusol 


?0rhaemorrhoic 


Soothi"9refieff, 
WARNER    "  —^hoKte 

part  of  the  Warner-Lambert  Group 

good  products  for  you  and  your  customers* 


Active  ingredients:  Cream:  Bismuth  oxide,  Balsam  Peru  BPC 1973,  Zinc  oxide  Ph  Eur, 
Ointment:  Bismuth  subgallate  BP,  Bismuth  oxide,  Balsam  Peru  BPC  1973,  Zinc  oxide  Ph  Eur, 
Suppositories: Bismuth  subgallate  BR  Bismuth  oxide,  Balsam  Peru  BPC  1973,Zinc  oxide  Ph  Eur, 
William  R.  Warner  &Co.Ltd..  Usk  Road,  Pontypool.Gwent  NP4  0YH. 
Further  information  and  data  sheet  available  on  request. 


Trade  mark.  R81I06 


HEALTH 
CENTRE  NEWS 


■  North  Tyneside  AHA  is  seeking 
approval  to  build  a  health  centre  at 
Waterville  Road,  North  Shields. 

■  Yorkshire  RHA  is  seeking  approval 
for  a  new  health  centre  at  New  Street, 
Ossett,  Wakefield. 

■  Yorkshire  RHA  has  included  in  its 
1981/2  programme  a  new  £531,000 
health  centre  at  Wrose,  Bradford. 

■  Work  has  now  started  on  building  a 
health  centre  at  Winchester  for 
Hampshire  AHA 

■  Northern  RHA  is  to  build  a 
£604,365  health  centre  on  the  old 
Tuscan  Villa  site  at  Workington, 
Cumbria. 

■  Trent  RHA  has  approved  a  health 
centre  at  Birchwood,  Lincoln  for 
January  1982  at  a  cost  of  £499,000. 

■  Bolton  AHA  is  seeking  planning 
permission  for  a  health  centre  and 
pharmacy  at  Darwen  Road,  Bromley 
Cross,  Bolton. 
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New  elasticated  Snugglers  will 
even  outdo  original  Snugglers 
which  already  has  twice  the  brand 
share  of  any  other  disposable. 

*  Outdo  them  as  Britains  biggest 
selling  disposable. 

*  Outspend  them  and  every 
other  disposable  onTV  in 
press,  sampling,  couponing - 
the  lot. 

*  Outdo  them  and  every  other 
disposable  on  quality  and 
construction-with  unique 
edge  to  edge  padding  plus  the 
elasticated  backsheet. 

Stock  up  now  on  all  five 
Snugglers  sizes-theyre  all 
elasticated! 


ber  one  disposable  nappy 
...  and  still  growing. 


SOMETHING  OLD,  SOMETHING 


G  BORROWED,  SOMETHING  BLUE 


PEACHES  AND  CREAM. 


OUT  OF  THE  BLUE.  A  NEW  CAMPAIGN  FOR  NIVEA  CREME. 


LETTERS 


NHS  cash  limits 

Today's  Government  claims  it  is 
protecting  the  NHS  and  increasing 
expenditure  on  health  in  real  terms. 
They  claim:  — 

1.  In  1979-80  they  have  maintained  the 
spending  plans  of  the  previous 
Government.  Instead  real  NHS 
spending  was  cut  severely  by 

21  per  cent. 

2.  In  1980-81  they  say  they  have 
increased  real  NHS  spending  lby 
3  per  cent.  Actually  it  has  fallen. 

3.  In  1981-82  they  intend  to  raise  NHS 


real  expenditure  by  a  further 
li  per  cent.  Calculations  appear  to 
show  there  is  likely  to  be  a  further 
reduction  of  at  least  2\  per  cent. 

The  1980-81  increase  of  3  per  cent 
would  have  amounted  to  £250  million. 
Cash  limits  were  set  at  14  per  cent. 
Apart  from  doctors  and  dentists 
(18  per  cent),  other  NHS  staff  settled 
for  pay  claims  of  14  per  cent  or  less 
(ancillary  staff  13  per  cent). 

Every  1  per  cent  by  which  the 
cash  limits  are  exceeded  by  actual 
NHS  costs,  will  reduce  the  amount  of 
money  available  to  health  authorities 
by  £50m  nationally  (GP  services  are 
not  subject  to  cash  limits). 

Apart  from  doctors  and  dentists, 
no  extra  money  was  used  for  'NHS 
pay  increases.  However,  due  to  extra 
prices  paid  for  goods  and  services 
(electricity  etc),  the  overall  average 
paid  out  was  18  per  cent,  exceeding 


the  cash  limit  of  14  per  cent  set  by 
Government. 

General  practice  pharmacy:  the 
Government  has  offered  only  14  per 
cent  increase  for  the  notional  salary 
for  1980.  The  PSNC  has  correctly 
claimed  18  per  cent.  The  outcome  we 
await. 

For  1981 --82  the  Government  has 
announced  cash  limits  which  allow 
for  an  increase  of  6  per  cent  in  NHS 
pay,  and  1 1  per  cent  in  prices. 

Estimates  of  pay  and  prices  for 
the  coming  year  are  difficult  to 
establish  with  any  precision.  However, 
I  believe  the  true  cash  limits  for  pay 
and  prices  should  be  about  50  per  cent 
higher  than  the  Government's 
projected  figure.  This  is  the  minimum 
needed  to  maintain  the  real  value  off 
the  Government's  plan  to  increase 
NHS  expenditure  by  H  per  cent  for 
1981-82. 

All  this  additional  revenue,  and 
more,  will  be  taken  up  by  the 
underestimate  of  the  true  costs  to  the 
NHS.  The  Government  is  thus 
proposing  NHS  growth  on  the  basis 
of  too  low  out-turn  figures  from 
previous  years,  and  on  cash  limits 
not  related  to  real  costs.  It  all  adds 
up  to  more  NHS  cuts  and  a  declining 
standard  Of  health  care. 

GP  pharmacy  we  believe  to  be  a 
special  case,  because  of  the  agreed 
principles  and  the  complexities  of  our 
contract.  The  Government  is  ignoring 
our  contract  and  expects  us  to  take 
a  double  cut  in  our  standard  of  living, 
by  not  giving  us  the  increases  due  on 
notional  salary,  or  the  true  return  of 
real  costs. 

Once  again  GP  pharmacy  is  being 
asked  to  give  up  more  than  its  fair 
share,  in  fact  to  subsidise  the  NHS 
still  further.  Any  closures  which  may 
arise  because  of  Government  policy 
will  as  usual  not  be  recompensed  'by 
golden  handshakes,  or  reasonable 
redundancy  payments.  Our  finances 
can  no  longer  withstand  our  past 
benevolences.  We  must  call  a  halt.  Now! 

All  this  is  from  a  Government 
which  pledged  itself  to  be  different. 
They  proposed  to  give  willingly  to 
those  with  proven  records  of  efficiency. 
Instead  their  LMurns,  while  claiming 
to  be  social,  have  consistently  ignored 
the  social  needs  of  the  community  as 
a  whole — needs  catered  for  by 
GP  pharmacy  along  with  other 
health  workers,  who  cannot  and  must 
not  be  judged  by  alleged  productivity 
deals. 

GP  pharmacy  contractor/owners 
have  found  this  a  Government  of 
procrastination,  meanness  and 
downright  unfairness.  The  only  promise 
the  Government  now  gives  was 
outlined  by  Dr  Vaughan  at  the 
LPC  conference.  You  have  been 
warned.  Much  worse  is  to  follow! 
George  Baxter 
London  El 3 
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good  products  for  you  and  your  customers 
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PSNC  and  consultation:  listen 
if  you  want  to  hear! 


As  'the  regional  PSNC  representative 
for  City  &  East  London  (as  well  as  for 
Camden  &  Islington,  Enfield  & 
Haringey,  Barking  &  Havering, 
Redbridge  &  Waltham  Forest  and  the 
rest  of  Essex)  I  really  must  respond 
most  vehemently  to  last  week's  letter 
from  Mr  D.  C.  Evans,  chairman  off  City 
&  East  London  LPC. 

The  most  generous  assumption  I 
could  make  would  be  that  my  long- 
term  colleague  and  friend  Deric  was 
wearing  his  chairman's  hat  Whilst 
writing  that  letter — although  if  so  he 
was  most  certainly  talking  right 
through  it.  Or  was  he  perhaps  speaking 
as  a  leading  member,  and  publicity 
officer  of  the  ASTMS  union? 


Others  silent  too? 


If  he  was  speaking  through  his  ASTMS 
hat,  complaining  bitterly  as  he  was 
that  'PSNC  is  secretive  and 
uncommunicative,  then  Where  was 
Stanley  Blum — another  member  of  City 
&  East  London  LPC?  Stanley  Blum  is 
also  a  leading  member  and  founder  of 
the  GP  pharmacy  sector  of  ASTMS 
and  not  only  that,  he  is  also  a  member 
of  PSNC — so  how  come  Mr  Evans 
complains  that  his  LPC  lacks 
information  from  PSNC?  Or  are  senior 
ASTMS  officials  and  members  of  City 
&  East  London  LPC  also  unable  to 
communicate  with  each  other? 

Mr  Evans  is  right  about  one  thing. 
Negotiation  with  Government  is  not 
easy — it  never  has  been — and  in  these 
days  of  national  financial  stringency  it 
is  harder  than  ever.  What  we  need  in 
order  to  ensure  the  greatest  possible 
success  for  our  efforts  is  unity,  co- 
operation, active  interest  and  above  all 
support.  What  we  don't  need  is  LPCs 
taking  action,  as  City  &  East  London 
LPC  have  done,  to  destroy  the 
negotiating  base  of  their  own  elected 
leaders.  But  ASTMS  would  undoubtedly 
approve. 

Not  only  does  the  maverick  City  & 
East  London  LPC  have  its  own  built-in 
PSNC  member  but  it  has  repeatedly 
declined  my  own  offers  as  its  regional 
PSNC  representative  to  attend  its 
meetings — public  or  otherwise.  I 
challenge  Mr  Evans  to  deny — in  next 
week's  issue — that  he  has  had  repeated 
telephone  conversations  with  me  over 
recent  years  in  which  I  have  constantly 
expressed  not  only  my  willingness  but 
also  my  wish  to  attend  his  meetings  and 
to  answer  the  criticisms  of  his 
Committee  members. 

Just  in  case  Mr  Evans'  emotive  and 
very  personal  letter  struck  a  chord  in 
the  heart  of  any  other  pharmacist 
constituents  in  my  region,  let  me 


assure  them  that  Deric  Evans  and  his 
merry  band  are  not  alone  in  ignoring 
their  PSNC  representative  and  then 
protesting  loudly  that  PSNC  doesn't 
tell  them  anything.  The  previous  week 
I  read  that  Camden  &  Islington, 
another  of  my  constituent  LPCs,  were 
holding  a  contractors  meeting  under  an 
invitation  headed  "Are  you  satisfied 
with  your  NHS  work  and 
remuneration?".  I  waited  until  the 
very  day  of  the  meeting  (June  2)  and 
then  telephoned  their  chairman  to  tell 
him  that,  although  not  invited,  I 
intended  to  turn  up  and  see  what 
developed. 

At  that  meeting,  guess  what? 
Complaints  that  PSNC  were  lacking  in 
communication  with  the  membership, 
that's  what!  The  usual  complaints  that 
the  members  didn't  know  what  was 
going  on.  And  when  I  informed  the 
contractors  present  that  I  was  always 
available  to  attend  meetings,  open  or 
closed,  to  keep  them  directly  informed 
— having  been  personally  instrumental 
in  introducing  the  regional 
representative  scheme — one  member 
actually  told  me  that  being  always 
available  to  attend  meetings  of  LPCs 
and  of  contractors  wasn't  good 
enough! 

This  attitude  added  to  the  fact  that 
a  vast  majority  of  contractors  don't 
read  and  properly  digest  Action,  the 
NHS  newsletter  or  the  multifarious 
Press  releases  published  on  behalf  of 
PSNC — makes  one  wonder  just  What  it 
is  that  contractors  do  require  in  the 
way  of  information.  I  could  understand 
it  if  they  felt  that  the  Press  release 
didn't  give  them  a  full  insight  into  the 
state  of  negotiations — 'but  when  they 
can't  be  bothered  to  invite  their  own 
representative,  or  any  other  members  of 
PSNC  for  that  matter,  to  put  them 
into  the  picture  personally  we  are 
in  a  positively  Gilbertian  situation. 

Self-destruction 


When  somebody  like  Mr  Deric  Evans 
then  writes  to  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  defending  his  LPCs  decision — 
backed  up  by  a  ballot  of  contractors — 
to  cut  off  the  finances  of  PSNC  in 
retaliation  for  this  so-called  failure  to 
communicate,  ignoring  the  fact  that  he 
personally  has  received  so  many  offers 
of  personal  attendance  upon  his 
Committee,  it  is  enough  to  make  one 
weep.  Just  how  deliberately  self- 
destructive  can  pharmacy  get? 

To  do  justice  to  Camden  & 
Islington  I  should  add  that  the  meeting 
they  held  was  very  useful.  It  gave  me 
a  lot  of  information  as  to  the 
aspirations  and  the  misconceptions 


held  by  contractors  and  enabled  me 
to  put  some  of  these  misconceptions 
to  rights.  My  protests  regarding  the 
failure  of  LPCs  to  hold  such  meetings 
were  heeded  and  the  chairman  and 
secretary  undertook  to  arrange  further 
open  meetings  to  which  I  would  be 
invited. 

I  should  also  add  that  during  the 
past  two  years  not  one  of  my  other 
constituent  LPCs  has  invited  me  to 
any  of  their  LPC  meetings  or  called  a 
single  contractors'  meeting  for  that 
purpose.  The  special  exceptions,  of 
course,  are  Barking  &  Havering  and 
their  neighbouring  Redbridge  & 
Waltham  Forest,  both  of  which  I  have 
served  as  secretary  for  some  12  years 
now.  But  otherwise — nothing. 


Open  to  invitations 

I  have  personally  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  my  time  during  those  12  years 
to  furthering  the  cause  of  general 
practice  pharmacy  in  the  WHS  and  in 
the  retail  field.  During  that  time  I 
have  never  declined  an  invitation  to 
address  any  committee  or  meeting  of 
contractors.  I  have  written  reams  to 
the  pharmaceutical  Press,  especially 
during  my  chairmanship  of  PSNC, 
refraining  only  from  so  doing  during 
the  past  two  years  when,  as  immediate 
past-chairman,  it  would  not  have  been 
right  for  me  so  to  do. 

Frankly,  unless  pharmacists  develop 
aerials  sticking  out  of  their  heads  into 
which  I  can  beam  information  and 
explanation,  then  I  and  my  PSNC 
colleagues  are  stuck  with  using  their 
ears  if  and  when  they  will  take  the 
trouble  to  come  and  listen  and  to 
address  their  queries  to  us.  Indeed, 
in  the  light  of  the  foregoing  and  of 
Mr  Deric  Evans'  extraordinary  letter, 
I  am  almost  tempted  to  wonder 
whether  Mars  is  where  he  and  his 
protesting  colleagues  have  been  all 
this  time  and  can  only  repeat,  as  I 
have  done  so  many  times  before 
— "take  me  to  your  leader" — and  to 
your  members  and  constituents  as 
well! 

R.  G.  Worby 

London  E17 


Unfair  milk  prices? 


I  would  ask  fellow  pharmacists  whether 
they  support  the  counter  "ethicals"  of 
Wyeth,  in  view  of  their  group  prices 
on  SMA.  There  are  special  prices  to 
supermarkets,  and  swag  shops,  but  you 
try  to  get  the  same — even  with  an 
offer  of  bulk  contract  over  several 
shops. 

I  prefer  to  remain  anonymous 
because  my  rep  has  tried  very  hard 
to  help  me  buy  on  favourable  terms, 
but  I  sign  myself 
Milkless 

More  letters  on  pi  142 
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A  £14  million  budget  including  four  big 
new  grants  is  offered  by  the  DITB  for  1981-82. 

Youth  employment  opportunities  are  a 
pressing  national  need  and  we  will  be  encouraging 
the  distributive  industry  to  play  its  part  with  the 
New  Entrant  Traineeship  Scheme  and  the 
Premium  Grant  Scheme. 

Good  buying  is  the  basis  of  good  business 
and  we  aim  to  raise  standards  as  well  as  provide 
for  the  industry's  future  needs  with  our  new  Key 
Grant  for  Training  to  Buy. 


New  tor  si-az 
Premium  Grant  Scheme 

Aided  by  2000  grants  of  £ 1 ,500,  this 
scheme  is  intended  to  encourage  recruitment  and 
training  of  young  people  between  16  and  19  partic- 
ularly in  occupations  where  there  are  no  standards 
generally  recognised  throughout  the  industry. 

It  will  also  help  the  industry  to  meet  its 
future  needs  for  young  people  who  have  received 
a  basic  training. 


New  for '81 -82 
Craft  Apprentice  Grants 

Employers  can  get  a  grant  of  up  to  £1,536 
for  indentured  craft  apprentices  of  19  or  under, 
doing  first  year  training. 


The  scheme 
covers  engineering 
and  other 
apprenticeships 
in  firms  in  scope 
to  the  DITB. 


We're  now  on 
PRESTEL 
For  DITB  GRANTS 
AND  SERVICES 
KEY  21129 


Up  to  £1.200  worth  of 
training  aids  free 

The  DITB  operates  a  number  of  schemes 
through  which  between  £90  and  £1,200  worth  of 
training  aids  can  be  made  available  free  of  charge  to 
firms,  non-levy  paying  bodies,  schools,  colleges, 
and  training  groups. 

Post  the  coupon  for  details  of  grants  and 
training  aid  schemes  together  with  application 
forms  and  free  catalogue  of  training  aids. 


i  New  iur  Ol  —OA 


I  ncw  iur  01  —  o^. 


y  TrainingGrantforTrainingto  Buy  New  Entrant Traineeship  Scheme 


In  addition  to  300  grants  of  up  to  £2,500 
the  training  of  recently  appointed  and  prospec- 
buyers,  a  further  1 ,500  grants  of  £165  are  also 
lable  for  the  development  of  established 
'ers.  The  intention  is  to  encourage  systematic 
ning  enabling  buyers  to  be  aware  of  the  firms 
ket,  negotiate  with  suppliers'  representatives, 
know  the  legal  constraints  upon  buyers  and 
srs  in  the  distribution  industry 


Aided  by  1000  grants  of  up  to  £2,240  this 
scheme  is  intended  to  establish  training  standards 
for  new  entrants  and  to  provide  a  common  base 
for  further  training. 

It  is  also  designed  to  encourage  recruit- 
ment of  young  people  between  16  and  25  who  do 
not  have  academic  qualifications  beyond  A-level. 

It  is  hoped  that  eventually  all  new  recruits 
to  the  industry  will  go  through  the  scheme. 


SEND  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  NOW1 


Y  TRAINING  GRANTS 
fining  to  Buy  


iustrial  Relations  Training  

aining  of  Senior  Managers 

sponsible  for  Training  

aining  of  Management 

^velopment  Advisers  

aining  of  Manager  on  First  Appointment 


inagement  Development  Training. 
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New  Entrant  Traineeship  Scheme. 
Premium  Grants  


Skills  Shortage  Grants  

Craft  Apprenticeship  Grants. 

Education  Grants  

Special  Training  Grants  

Training  Aids  Catalogue  
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Type  of  Business. 


rturn  this  coupon  to  Distributive  Industry  Training  Board, 
acLaren  House,  Talbot  Road,  Stretford,  Manchester  M32  0FP 
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PIP  compromise? 

1  was  disappointed  to  read  of 
Unichem's  opposition  to  the  adoption 
of  C&D's  price  list  codes  as  PIP  codes 
(C&D,  May  9).  No  doubt  they  were 
influenced  in  pant  by  the  fact  that 
their  1600  Prosper  terminals  cannot 
handle  a  code  number  which 
incorporates  a  modulus  11  check  digit. 
However  I  believe  that  the  compromise 
suggested  by  Mr  S.  Mackintosh  is 
appropriate. 

In  his  presentation  at  the  inaugural 
PIP  code  meeting  held  on  July  8, 
1980,  the  aforementioned  consultant 
suggested  that  in  order  to  obviate  the 
need  for  hardware  alterations  to 
Prosper  terminals  the  C&D  check  digit 
scheme  should  be  changed  from 
modulus  11  to  Unichem's  version  of 
modulus  10.  This  would  mean  that 
for  about  90  per  cent  of  the  C&D 
codes  the  rightmost  digit  would  have 
to  'be  changed  and  that  the  validation 
routine  for  the  vetting  of  amendments 
would  have  to  be  altered  to  accept 
codes  conforming  only  to  modulus  10. 

For  the  PIP  code  user  in  general  a 
marginal  reduction  in  the  efficiency  of 
detecting  incorrectly  entered  codes 
would  result  as  follows.  Both  a 
standard  modulus  1 1  and  Unichem's 
version  of  modulus  10  check  digit 
schemes  give  100  per  cent  protection 
'if  one,  and  only  one,  digit  is  incorrect. 
Additionally  modulus  1 1  gives  100 
per  cent  protection  if  one,  and  only 
one,  pair  of  adjacent  digits  are 
exchanged,  but  Unichem's  version  of 
modulus  10  affords  only  97.8  per  cent 
protection  against  this  type  of  error. 

The  weakness  lies  in  Prosper  codes 
which  have  a  zero  and  a  nine  adjacent 
to  each  other.  For  example,  if  the 
intended  code  is  224097  (SABRE  ND'L 
DTSP  23G  UN)  but  224907  is  entered 
instead  no  error  is  detected  because 
224907  is  a  valid  Prosper  code 
(SOFTGRIP  STOCK  T/L  MENS 
1  PAIR). 

If  a  compromise  is  not  affected 
then  Prosper  users  will  eventually  be 
at  a  disadvantage  in  that,  if  they  use 
a  second  wholesaler,  they  would  need 
to  use  two  coding  systems  to  automate 
their  ordering  system  completely. 
Similarly  Vestric  Keypad  users  would 
be  at  a  disadvantage  unless  their 
terminals  are  're-programmed  to  accept 
either  Keypad  alpha-numeric  codes  or 
PIP  codes.  The  precise  stance  of 
Vestric  in  this  matter  is  not  clear 
from  reports  to  date. 

Fortunately  there  does  seem  to  be 
general  agreement  that  EAN  codes  will 


provide  the  eventual  solution  to  the 
problem  of  a  common  code  but  it  will 
take  several  years  before  their 
availability  on  packs  is  such  that  the 
use  of  laser  or  light  pen  scanning 
techniques  become  an  efficient  method 
of  monitoring  transactions  in  retail 
pharmacies.  In  the  meantime,  the 
universal  adoption  of  PIP  codes  would 
enable  general  practice  pharmacy  to 
benefit  now  from  today's  computer 
technology. 
Gordon  L.  Geddes 
Deputy  director 

Unit  for  Research  into  Drug  Usage 
Department  of  Pharmacy 
Heriot-Watt  University 


Retail  stock  taking 


We  have  been  able  to  follow,  through 
the  pages  of  your  magazine,  the  debate 
on  computer  systems  and  pharmacy. 

One  aspect  which  I  do  find 
disturbing  is  that  some  retailers  of 
computer  systems  seem  to  persuade 
their  customers  to  abandon  physical 
stocktaking  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
systems  which  they  are  trying  to  sell.  I 
have  therefore  compiled  some  notes 
highlighting  the  dangers  of  relying 
entirely  on  computer  systems,  as  I  have 
already  had  experience  of  people 
letting  their  business  get  into  a  mess 
trying  to  rely  entirely  on  book  records. 

First,  systems  range  from  simple 
ordering  procedures  through  full  stock 
control  to  maintaining  patient  records. 
All  the  systems  offered  to  retail 
pharmacists  have  their  merits  and  those 
incorporating  full  stock  control  data 
can  be  excellent  in  helping  owners  and 
managers  to  keep  stock  levels  down,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  identify  areas  where 
stock  may  run  out  prematurely. 

A  wealth  of  detail  is  available  to 
anyone  who  wants  to  know  more  about 
computer  systems  but,  so  far  as  stock 
control  is  concerned,  the  main  benefit 
is  that  regular  sales  and  stock  reports 
on  individual  lines  are  prepared.  One 
can  then  see  at  a  glance  whether  it  is 
really  necessary  to  re-order  or  if  there 
is  a  danger  that  stock  on  hand  will  not 
last  until  the  next  delivery. 

Some  systems  concentrate  on 
selected  lines  which  comprise  the  bulk 
of  the  turnover  whilst  others  are  fully 
comprehensive.  The  more  information 
that  is  made  available,  however,  the 
more  information  is  required  to  be  fed 
into  the  computer  and  the  effort 
involved  in  the  most  comprehensive 
systems  is  not  always  worthwhile. 

Whatever  system  is  adopted,  it  will 
have  one  serious  limitation  that  no- 


one  with  a  large  involvement  in  retail 
stock  can  afford  to  ignore.  When 
reporting  on  stock-holdings,  any  system 
can  only  report  the  theoretical  result. 
The  theoretical  result  is  the  stock- 
holding calculated  by  the  computer  from 
the  information  given  to  it.  However, 
that  does  not  take  into  account 
physical  stock  movements  which  have 
not  been  or  cannot  be  recorded.  The 
most  obvious  and  most  important  of 
these  is  pilferage  by  staff  or  customers. 

To  be  accurate,  all  known 
movements  must  be  recorded. 
Breakages,  stock  held  beyond  its  expiry 
date,  goods  for  own  use  or  sold  free-of- 
charge,  returns  to  suppliers  and 
unsolicited  deliveries  on  agencies  all 
have  to  be  recorded.  Staff  must  be 
relied  upon  to  record  the  product  code 
number  accurately  for  all  sales  and 
purchases.  The  most  likely  errors  here 
are  coding  wrong  sizes  at  the  outset. 

Last,  and  by  no  means  least,  a 
computer  system  will  need  to  record 
details  for  each  individual  product  line 
to  produce  an  accurate  stock  record. 
Dump  codes  for  packed  goods,  cards, 
perfume  agencies,  toiletry  sundries  and 
fancy  goods  etc  will  not  allow  a 
valuation  to  be  produced. 

One  way  of  testing  a  computer 
record  is  to  carry  out  spot  checks  of 
stock  against  the  record.  That  will  only 
work  if  stock  at  all  locations,  eg  in 
windows,  display  fixtures  and  store 
rooms,  is  included  and  no  stock  has 
been  misplaced  by  staff  or  customers. 

Although  it  may  be  tempting  to 
believe  that  computer  systems  can  be 
paid  for  in  part  by  eliminating 
physical  stocktaking,  it  can  be  seen 
that  an  annual  check  is  essential.  This 
can  be  achieved  by  a  valuation  carried 
out  independently  of  the  computer  or 
by  a  full  inventory  to  be  checked 
against  the  computer  record.  Either 
way,  an  absence  of  physical 
stocktaking  will  only  lead  to  trouble. 
J.  A.  Cooke 
Ernest  J.  George  &  Co 
Gatley,  Cheshire 


Problems  of  STV 


Re  your  editorial  comments  on  STV 
election  to  Council,  may  I  make  a  few 
observations  which  reflect  a  large 
number  of  our  members'  views  in  my 
visits  to  branches. 

One  of  the  claims  for  the 
introduction  of  STV  was  that  it  would 
cure  apathy  in  the  elections.  The 
figures  prove  this  to  be  untrue.  Many 
members  do  not  know  how  the  system 
works  and  because  of  its  apparent 
complexity  do  not  want  to  know.  As 
one  said:  "The  old  system  was  simple; 
you  could  see  at  a  glance  who  was  first 
past  the  post".  There  is  also  the  feeling 
of  being  disenfranchised.  "We  had  seven 
votes  before  of  equal  merit". 

Another  problem  which  arises  is: 
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"Who  do  1  vote  for  first?  "  For  example, 
"I  am  a  woman  hospital  Scottish 
pharmacist.  1D0  I  vote  for  my  national 
or  my  hospital  group  candidate,  or  the 
lady  standing  for  election  as  first 
choice?  Under  the  old  system  I  gave 
three  equal  votes."  This  leads  to  the 
next  grievance — that  the  voting  today  is 
divisive.  Whereas  before  the  candidates 
were  considered  as  pharmacists,  there  is 
the  pressure  on  group  loyalty  today 
and  I  believe  a  cause  of  some  not 
voting.  "I  like  Bill  Bloggs  as  a 
pharmacist  but  he  'is  not  in  my  group.  I 
won't  bother  to  vote." 

All  the  Council  now  is  STV  elected 
but  I  am  not  convinced  this  reflects 
the  views  of  a  great  number  of  our 
members,  and  hence  is  not  necessarily 
good  for  pharmacy  in  that  about 
two  thirds  do  not  trouble  to  vote. 

Could  I  suggest  that  you  Sir,  poll 
your  readership  to  ascertain  the  feeling 
or  satisfaction  with  STV. 
Mervyn  Madge 
Plymouth 

Bucket  scripts 

I  was  interested  in  Xrayser's  comments 
last  week  concerning  four  months' 
supply  of  FPlOs.  Enclosed  lis  a 
photocopy  of  a  recent  FP10. 

We  have  regularly  to  accept  this 
type  of  "bucket  prescription".  If  the 
FSNC  had  any  substance,  this  situation 
would  never  have  occurred.  Would  a 
GP  accept  his  NHS  per  capita  fee 
being  reduced  to  the  same  per  family? 
This  would  be  analagous  to  our 
present  loss  of  professional  fees. 


Pharmadjft 
pack  &  quantity 
andorsamant 


U<  NP 


s»s  ,;,f 


As  we  are  under  contract  with  the 
NHS,  we  should  simply  insist  on 
having  either  the  power  to  limit  the 
supply  of  drugs  on  FPlOs  to  a 
maximum  of  one  month,  or  where  a 
GP  is  guilty  of  "bucket  prescribing" 
then  our  fees  should  be  calculated  on 
the  basis  of  one-month  multiples. 

Despite  the  enormous  savings 
either  of  these  suggestions  would 
achieve  to  the  NHS  drug  bill,  it  would 
appear  that  the  medical  profession  can 
successfully  dictate  to  the  DHSS. 

Are  statistics  available  for 
comparing  quantities  prescribed  by 
dispensing  doctors  to  GPs?  It  would 
be  an  interesting  exercise. 
M.  J.  Cooper 
Guildford,  Surrey 


Public  relations 

I  have  been  commissioned  by  Scope 
Books  to  write  a  book  on  public 
relations  for  the  business  manager.  In 
the  belief  that  one  good  case  study  is 
worth  more  than  chapters  of 
pontification,  I  am  asking  fellow 
practitioners  to  let  me  have  details  of 
their  special  PR  projects  and 
campaigns. 

I  am  sure  that,  within  the  business 
areas  covered  by  your  journal,  there  are 
many  such  studies  Which  can,  by 
example,  benefit  the  business  manager 
in  gaining  a  greater  knowledge  of,  and 
perhaps  appreciation  for,  the  public 
relations  function. 

There  is  just  one  main  qualification 
— each  case  study  should  demonstrate 
initiative  and  creativity  of  a  high  order 
and  should  be  directly  aimed  at 
achieving  specific  objectives  and /or 


solving  specific  problems.  If  it  also 
demonstrates  a  close  working 
relationship  between  the  PR  person 
and  client /in-house  management,  so 
much  the  better. 

I  want  to  hear  from  all  sectors  of 
business,  commerce  and  industry,  and  I 
am  interested  in  campaigns  whether  they 
are  tagged  marketing,  corporate, 
community,  internal,  financial, 
promotional,  parliamentary — or  simply 
good  PR.  They  may  be  on-going 
campaigns  or  projects  that  explode  into 
the  world  of  communication  after 
weeks  or  even  months  of  planning. 

Contributions,  please,  to  me  either 
in  full  detail  or  initially  in  precis  form 
for  discussion.  Or  if  a  chat  first  is 
helpful,  I  can  be  contacted  day  or  night 
on  Lamberhurst  (0892)  890405. 
Ken  Culley 

Ken  Culley  &  Partners 
Bayham  Hall,  Bayham  Abbey, 
Lamberhurst,  Kent  TN3  8BG 


Milumil 

still  moving  up  fast 


Milumil  is  the  fastest  growing 
baby  milk  in  the  independent 
chemists,  according  to  a 
recent  survey,  because  it  is 
a  satisfying  baby  milk  which 
can  be  chosen  with  confidence 
when  breast  feeding  is  not 
possible. 

Make  sure  your  stock  and 
display  of  Milumil  reflect  this 
rapid  growth. 


■mm  mm 
iiunriii 

Dried  modified  ttilik  food  for 


Milumil  -  easy  to  mix  and  satisfying 


milupa 


The  new  generation  of  Baby  Foods 

Milupa  Limited,  Milupa  House,  Hercies  Road,  Hillingdon,  Middlesex  UB10  9 N A. Telephone:  Uxbridge  59851 
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Ourcampa 

will  dm 

screaming  i 

The  fear  of  a  concrete  overcoat.The  menace  of  a  black  fin.The  horror  of  a 
vampires  bite.The  shadow  of  a  bathroom  assassin.  All  these  threats  of  sudden 
violence  ( with  the  promise  of  equally  instant  clean  teeth  and  fresh  breath)  will 

send  them  in  screaming  for  a  pack. 

Were  hitting  Capital  radio  and  the  Daily  Mail  hard  with  our  advertising 


nof  terror 

diem  in 

Eu  thymol 

during  both  June  and  July. 

We  wouldn't  want  to  give  you  the 
same  treatment,  so  stock  up,  won't  you? 

Its  for  your  own  protection. 
It's  frightening  how  effective  the  advertising  will  he. 


PSGB  COUNCIL 


Increase  of  7pc  sought 
in  statutory  fees 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  seek 
the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council  for 
an  increase  of  about  seven  per  cent 
in  statutory  'fees  from  next  January. 

The  Society's  Council,  meeting  this 
month,  has  confirmed  a  change  of 
policy  in  that  fees  will  be  increased 
regularly  in  future  rather  than  staved 
off  for  as  long  as  possible.  The  old 
policy  led  to  infrequent,  large  increases 
that  caused  — in  the  Council's  view — 
greater  distress  to  the  members  than 
if  regular,  small  increases  had  been 
made  each  year. 

Computers  in  practice 

A  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  the  General 
Medical  Services  Committee  suggesting 
an  urgent  meeting  between 
representatives  of  the  Society  and  a 
working  party  considering 
computerisation  in  general  medical 
practice.  The  GMSC  had  indicated 
that  full  membership  of  the  working 
party  would  be  restricted  to  the  GMSC 
and  the  Royal  College  of  General 
Practitioners,  but  representatives  of 
other  interested  bodies,  including  the 
Society,  would  be  invited  to  attend 
meetings  as  appropriate.  Council 
agreed  it  was  important  for  discussions 
to  take  place  with  the  medical 
profession  without  delay  so  that 
compatible  systems  would  evolve 
within  the  two  professions  and  mutual 
access  be  available  to  records  where 
appropriate. 

■  Sir  George  Young,  Parliamentary 
Under-secretary  of  State,  Department 
of  Health,  has  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  Society  will  feel  able  to  condemn 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms  the  sale 
by  pharmacies  of  tobacco  products. 
Council  agreed  at  its  April  meeting 
that  pharmacists  should  be  advised 
not  to  sell  tobacco  and  cigarettes  and 
that  this  view  should  be  conveyed  to 
the  Department  of  Health.  Sir 
George  Young  replied:  ""I  do,  of 
course,  appreciate  that,  as  a  result  of 
the  Dickson  case,  the  Society  has 
good  reason  to  be  cautious  about 
taking  any  action  which  might  be  said 
to  be  in  restraint  of  trade,  and  I  was 
pleased  to  note  that  the  Council  did 
feel  able  to  advise  pharmacists  not  to 
sell  tobacco  products.  None  the  less, 
given  that  smoking  is  the  greatest 
preventable  cause  of  disease  and  early 
death  in  this  country,  resulting  in  at 


least  50,000  premature  deaths  each 
year,  I  feel  I  must  repeat  my  concern 
that  any  member  of  the  health 
professions  should  be  trading  in 
products  which  are  so  harmful  to 
health.  I  would  hope  that  the  Society 
would  at  least  feel  able  to  condemn 
this  practice  in  the  strongest  possible 
terms." 

■  A  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Society 
of  Family  Practitioner  Committees 
expressing  the  Society's  views  on  the 
need  for  the  rational  location  of 
pharmaceutical  services.  The  Society 
of  FPCs  had  written  to  all  FPC 
administrators  about  the  planning  of 
services,  suggesting  that  a  more  positive 
role  should  be  taken  over  general 
medical  practitioners'  surgery  premises 
The  general  practice  subcommittee  was 
not  aware  of  the  administrators' 
response,  or  whether  any  formal 
extension  of  their  powers  had  been 
agreed  with  the  Department  of  Health. 
The  subcommittee  therefore 
recommended,  and  the  Council  agreed, 
that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  the 
Society  of  FPCs  explaining  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  policy  on 
rational  location  and  the  need  for 
consultation  with  UPCs. 

■  Closer  co-operation  between  the 
Society  and  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  is  to  take  place  as  a  result 
of  a  recent  meeting  between  Guild 
officers  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Society's  Hospital  Pharmacists  Group. 
Council  agreed  that  regular  meetings 
should  be  held  between  the  Guild  and 
the  Group  officers  every  six  months, 
and  that  meetings  between 
representatives  of  the  Council  and 
representatives  of  the  Guild  should  be 
held  as  required.  More  Specifically,  a 
meeting  should  also  be  arranged 
between  representatives  of  the  Guild, 
of  the  Group  and  of  the  department 
of  pharmaceutical  sciences  to  discuss 
the  guidance  to  be  issued  on  the 
handling  of  cytotoxic  substances. 

■  The  secretary  and  registrar  reminded 
Council  that  it  had  been  agreed  that 
when  the  chairmen  of  the  new  district 
health  authorities  were  appointed  a 
letter  should  be  sent  raising  matters  of 
concern  to  pharmacy.  It  was 
understood  that  the  appointments 
would  be  announced  this  summer. 
Council  agreed  that  the  letters  should 
be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
announcement. 


■  The  secretary  and  registrar  reported 
that  the  number  of  pharmacists  on  the 
British  Register  seeking  registration 
overseas  had  increased  considerably  in 
1980  and  there  had  again  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  1981.  He 
added  that  the  numbers  seeking 
registration  in  Canada  were  such  that 
it  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
Canada  might  have  to  close  its  doors 
to  pharmacists  qualifying  elsewhere. 
The  number  of  emigrants  returning  to 
Britain  from  Canada  was  not  known, 
though  emigrant  pharmacists  rarely 
returned. 

■  The  Council  has  approved  a  draft 
detailed  scheme  for  the  new  Galen 
awards.  One  or  more  awards  will  be 
made  each  calendar  year,  normally  to 
a  total  value  of  £4,000,  to  support 
projects  or  investigations  into  aspects 
of  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  If  in  any 
year  an  award  is  not  made,  the 
accumulated  funds  may  be  used  in  the 
following  or  subsequent  years  to 
provide  additional  awards  of  greater 
value.  Applications  for  the  awards  will 
be  invited  each  January,  and  assessors 
appointed  by  the  Society's  Council 
will  consider  the  applications  and  make 
the  awards  during  April. 

■  Under  a  settlement  arising  from  a 
trust  fund  established  between  the  late 
Alfred  Leonard  Higgs  and  the  Thames 
Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  the 
Society  has  received  a  once  only 
payment  of  £150  accumulated  income 
to  be  used  for  an  educational  purpose. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Education  Committee,  the  Council 
agreed  that  the  Audio-visual  Aid 
Committee  should  be  asked  to  use  the 
money  towards  the  purchase  of 
equipment  for  use  in  the  preparation  of 
educational  audio-visual  aids. 

■  Council  has  approved  proposals  for 
the  future  development  of  Martindale 
as  a  databank,  which  is  probably  to  be 
launched  at  the  end  of  1982. 

■  A  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  a 
pharmaceutical  company  informing  it 
that  the  Society  would  not  object  to 
the  company's  distributing  cards 
bearing  information  for  pharmacists 
on  the  response  to  symptoms,  provided 
that  the  cards  do  not  bear  the  names 
of  particular  medicinal  products. 

The  company  had  supplied  the  Society 
with  a  proposed  set  of  four  cards 
bearing  information  based  on  the  report 
of  the  Society's  working  party  on  the 
response  to  symptoms  in  general 
practice  pharmacy.  The  Ethics 
Committee  agreed  that,  apart  from  one 
minor  point,  it  had  no  objection  to  the 
cards.  It  did  however  object  to  a 
proposed  fifth  card  listing  products 
made  by  the  company.  ■ 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


Aerosols  weather 
1980  recession 


Profit  boost  for  Beecham 
plus  drug  approval 


Despite  heavy  interest  charges  and 
some  acquisition  costs,  Beecham 's  have 
reported  a  £13.8  million  increase  in 
pre-tax  profits — up  10  per  cent  at 
closing  exchange  rate — taking  them 
up  to  £150. 6m  for  the  year  ended 
March  31.  Sales  increased  from  £  1,028m 
to  £l,194m — up  16.2  per  cent. 

The  company  reports  that  both 
sides  of  the  business  have  improved 
trading  profits.  'Pharmaceutical  profits 
are  up  £7m,  to  £77m,  largely  due  to 
the  performance  of  Ticar  in  the  US 
and  Japan,  and  further  good  news  this 
week  was  the  granting  of  a  product 
licence  for  another  potential  profit- 
earner  in  the  UK — Augmentin. 

Consumer  products  improved 
trading  profits  by  £14m,  taking  them 
to  £79m.  Results  on  this  side  of 
activities  have  received  a  boost  this 
year  from  not  having  to  pay  the  £6im 
launch  costs  for  Aquafresh  in  the  US — 
Which  is  now  said  to  be  almost  in 
profit — and  from  a  good  performance 
from  Jovan  Inc  which  has  contributed 
a  full  year's  results  for  the  first  time. 

Bovril  group 

Also  for  the  first  time,  the  results 
of  the  Bovril  group  Of  food  companies 
— acquired  with  effect  from  April  1 
1980 — are  included.  This  and  other 
minor  acquisitions  increased  sales  by 
£56. 7m,  but  reduced  profits  by 
£600,000  after  financing  costs.  Interest 
costs  rose  sharply  from  £1.9m  to  £10.m. 

Movements  on  exchange  rates  in 
the  year  have  had  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing overseas  subsidiary  sales  and 


pre-tax  profits  by  £58. 6m  and  £7m 
respectively. 

□  Augmentin:  Beecham  have  finally 
been  given  a  product  licence  for  their 
new  antibiotic.  The  delay  was  due  to 
disagreement  between  the  company 
and  the  Committee  of  Safety  on 
Medicines  over  the  approved 
indications,  with  the  CSM  originally 
suggesting  that  the  drug  should  only 
be  used  for  treating  Gram-negative 
infections.  However,  Beecham  now 
say  they  are  satisfied  and  that  the 
drug  has  been  approved  for  "all  the 
many  bacterial  infections  against 
which  it  is  effective". 

Augmentin  is  a  combination  of 
amoxycillin  and  clavulanic  acid — a 
beta-lactamase  inhibitor.  Marketing 
will  probably  begin  in  the  autumn.  ■ 


H  &  W  chemicals  loss 


Overall,  Hickson  &  Welch's  UK 
chemical  companies  traded  at  a  loss 
for  the  first  six  months  to  March  31, 
profits  at  the  moment  only  coming 
from  their  timber  preservation 
activities.  Chairman,  Mr  T.  Harrington, 
forecasts  little  hope  of  an  early  upturn 
in  chemicals  and  results  for  the  12 
months  are  expected  to  be  down. 

Taxable  profits  were  £2. 21m 
(£4. 4m),  but  with  pre-tax  profits  for 
the  second  half  last  year  at  £2.1m, 
there  has  been  no  further  decline. 
Turnover  was  down  just  over  £6m  at 
£42. 6m.  Redundancy  and  termination 
costs  amounted  to  £128,000.  ■ 


Despite  the  recession-hit  state  of  UK 
industry  in  1980,  the  British  Aerosol 
Manufacturers'  Association  says  that 
total  aerosol  filling  figures  for  the  year 
showed  only  a  minimal  decrease  over 
those  for  previous  years.  An  estimated 
498  million  aerosols  were  filled  during 
1 980 — down  4.6  per  cent  on  that  for 
1979. 

Some  39m  units  were  filled  with 
medicines  and  pharmaceuticals  against 
34m  in  the  previous  year.  Aerosol 
useage  in  deodorants  and  anti- 
perspirants  also  rose,  from  52.5  to 
60.5m  units,  and  air  fresheners  and 
insecticides  improved  with,  respectively, 
37m  (30m)  and  62m  (60.5m)  units 
being  fillled. 

Shaving  lather  felt  the  worse 
percentage  fall  in  this  field  with  a  drop 
from  18.5m  units  in  1979  to  14m  last 
year.  Units  filled  for  hairsprays  and 
dressings  were  also  down  from  103.5m 
to  98m,  and  colognes  and  perfumes  also 
suffered — down  from  64.5m  to  51m 
units  filled. 

BAMA's  annual  report  also  states 
that  the  research  programme  into  the 
problem  of  depletion  of  the  ozone 
layer,  by  the  use  of  chlorofluorocarbons 
as  a  propellant  in  aerosols,  is 
continuing.  They  report  that  present 
calculations  predict  an  ultimate  ozone 
depletion  of  about  10  pier  cent, 
compared  with  a  figure  of  15  per  cent 
estimated  in  last  year's  report. 

Mr  R.  C.  Knollys  of  Metal  Box 
Ltd,  a  previous  chairman,  retired  from 
the  executive  committee  after  serving 
a  further  year  'in  his  ex-officio  capacity. 
Dr  J.  F.  D.  Mills  of  ICT  Ltd  also 
retired  from  the  committee  but  was 
re-elected.  Dr  P.  J.  Wilson  of  Elida 
Gibbs  Ltd,  was  also  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee.  ■ 

More  Business  News  overleaf 


English  Grvins 
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....  is  being  able  to  manufacture  a  wide 
range  of  tablets  to  the  highest  standards,  in  fully 
licenced  premises. 

Using  the  most  modern  equipment  and 
supervised  by  highly  qualified  staff,  we  specialise 
in  the  production  of  pharmaceutical,  herbal,  food 
supplement,  veterinary  and  industrial  tablets. 

Backed  up  by  quality  control  staff  and  using 
the  expert  analytical  and  microbiological  services 


of  our  sister  company,  British  Analytical  Control 
Limited,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  highest 
standards  are  maintained. 

If  you  feel  you  could  use  our  strength  in  the 
field  of  tablet  manufacture,  why  not  get  in  touch 
with  our  contract  division. 

English  Grains  Limited, 

Park  Road,  Oversea!, 

Burton-on-Trent,  DEI 2  6BR. 

Telephone:  (0283)  221616.  Telex:  341345 


English  Gruns 

The  name  speaks  volumes. 
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SEROPHENE 

Clomiphene  tablets  B.R 


The  introduction  of  Serono's 
preparation  of  clomiphene, 
SEROPHENE,  extends  the 
interests  of  Serono  further  into  the 
field  of  infertility  and  its  treatment. 

SEROPHENE  is  supplied  in  blister 
packs  of  30  x  50mg  clomiphene 
tablets  at  a  basic  NHS  cost 
of  £13.00. 

SEROPHENE  is  available  now 
from  selected  wholesalers. 


(Serono) 


Full  information  available  on 
request  from 

Serono  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd. 

2  Tewin  Court 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts.  AL7  1 AU 

Tel:  Welwyn  Garden  (07073)  31972 


P36 


Do  you  know  many  Retail  Chemists 
who  increased  their  profits  last  year? 

We  do. 


With  over  30  years  experience  in  the  Retail  Chemist 
market  we  have  proved  time  and  again  to  our  many 
clients  that  adopting  the  correct  marketing  strategy  and 
creating  the  right  image  leads  to  higher  profitability. 
From  initial  contact,  market  definition,  merchandise 
analysis,  display  system  and  dispensary  planning, 
creative  design  involving  shopf  ront,  colour  schemes, 
lighting  and  graphics  to  Final  installation  and  execution, 
the  fulloacking  of  the  Dollar  Rae  organisation  is  at  your 
service. 

Let  us  turn  your  business  into  a  more  effective  selling 
tool.  For  further  information  and  copy  of  our  brochure 
contact: 

Dollar  Rae,  Freepost,  Glasgow  G41 1BR 


Tel:  041-649  9331  Telex:  779394 
Represented  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 


Heydays  over 
for  drug 
companies? 

Large  companies  claim  prescription 
business  is  falling,  cheaper  overseas 
production  has  hit  the  home  market 
and  the  age  of  spectacular  growth  for 
pharmaceutical  companies  is  dead  and 
gone,  according  to  a  report  published 
last  week. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  exports  from 
the  UK  are  almost  as  important  as 
sales  to  the  NHS — overall  Britain  is 
a  net  exporter  of  pharmaceuticals, 
being  one  of  the  few  nations  to  increase 
its  share  of  the  world  market  recently. 
However,  the  export/sales  percentage 
of  the  companies  in  the  report  slipped 
from  34.6  per  cent  to  33  per  cent  in  the 
last  two  years  covered,  and  although  it 
is  too  early  to  take  this  as  a  downward 
trend:  "it  is  certainly  true  that 
competition  from  cheaper  production 
facilities  is  affecting  sales  growth 
worldwide". 


Strike  threat  to 
chemical  plants 

The  two  largest  unions  in  the  chemical 
industry  have  threatened  industrial 
action  if  a  pay  settlement  is  not 
reached  in  the  near  future. 

Last  week,  talks  between  the 
Transport  and  General  Workers  Union 
and  member  companies  of  the 
Chemical  Industries  Association  broke 
down  following  the  union's  rejection 
of  a  7.2  per  cent  offer.  Together  with 
the  General  Municipal  Workers 
Union,  TGWU  have  sanctioned 
industrial  action,  but  no  further  steps 
will  be  taken  until  their  executive  has 
met. 

A  9. 1  per  cent  settlement  has  already 
been  made  with  pharmaceutical 


The  market  for  prescription  drugs 
is  also  said  to  be  proving  to  be  price 
sensitive,  Beecham's  estimate  that 
prescriptions  fell  by  1  per  cent  in 
1979-80  with  a  fall  of  3.5  per  cent  in 
prescriptions  for  antibiotics. 

For  the  companies  reported,  sales 
slowed  considerably  in  the  second  half 
of  the  period  covered  and  total  profits, 
after  a  first  half  rise  of  16.3  per  cent, 
actually  fell  by  0.8  per  cent.  The 
average  profit  margin  responded  by 
slipping  from  12.0  per  cent  to  11.2 
per  cent  in  the  final  two  years  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  average  return 
on  capital  dropped  from  23.9  per  cent 
to  19.4  per  cent. 

The  survey  concludes  that  there  is 
definitely  promise  as  many  companies 
are  strong  enough  to  see  the  recession 
through.  But,  "unfortunately,  over  the 
years,  the  scope  for  innovation  in 
pharmaceuticals  has  been  somewhat 
reduced  as  the  market  becomes  more 
and  more  crowded  which  means  that 
most  companies  are  unlikely  to  forge 
ahead  at  the  cracking  pace  of 
yesteryear".  Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers  (£95),  IOC  Business 
Ratios,  81  City  Road,  London, 
BC1Y  1BD.  ■ 


process  workers.  The  sum  is  higher 
than  that  offered  to  general  chemical 
workers  because  pharmaceuticals  have 
out  performed  allied  sectors. 
□  Manual  workers  at  ICI  last  week 
rejected  a  7.7  per  cent  pay  offer  but 
further  talks  are  to  be  held  on  June  17 
after  the  seven  unions  involved  have 
sought  the  views  of  their  members.  ■ 


Shopping  city  opens 


Wood  Green  Shopping  City,  North 
London's  new  £50  million  covered 
shopping  development,  has  been 
officially  inaugurated  by  the  Queen. 

Boots,  who  are  due  to  open 
62,000sq  ft  on  two  levels  later  this 
year  and  Superdrug,  with  a  store  of 
2,800sq  ft,  are  among  the  tenants.  ■ 


Slump  confirmed  in 
chemicals  output 

Revised  figures  issued  by  the 
Chemical  Industries  Association 
confirm  that  UK  chemicals  output 
fell  by  some  8  per  cent  in  1980, 
during  Britain's  "worst  slump  since 
the  1930's."  Petrochemicals  and  plastics 
particularly  suffered. 

The  latest  forecasts  by  CIA's 
working  party  indicated  some 
improvements  in  output  towards  the 
end  of  this  year,  but  overall  an  output 
fall  of  some  3i  per  cent  is  predicted 
for  1981. 

Home  sales  were  by  far  the  worse 
hit  with  a  12  per  cent  fall  in  volume. 
The  fall  in  export  volume  was  kept 
down  to  4  per  cent,  but  margins  were 
seriously  hit  by  the  strong  pound. 

Import  cutback 

By  comparison  there  was  a  sharp 
cutback  in  imports — around  13  per 
cent — but  they  kept  their  overall 
market  share.  Along  with  these 
movements  in  trade  volume,  a  strong 
improvement  in  Britain's  terms  of 
trade  resulted  in  a  record  net  export 
surplus  of  £2, 100m.  "Sadly",  reports 
CIA's  economics  bulletin,  "this 
brought  little  benefit  to  the  hard- 
pressed  manufacturers  themselves", 
and  during  the  second  half  of  the  year 
much  of  the  industry  is  said  to  have 
been  operating  at  a  loss. 

As  such,  employment  in  the 
industry  fell  to  410,000  by  December 
1980—26,000  below  the  January 
figure.  The  fall  has  continued,  and 
by  February  of  this  year  the  number 
employed  was  down  to  403,000. 

After  a  period  of  stagnation  at 
the  end  of  last  year  the  UK  chemical 
(home  sales)  price  index  is  beginning 
to  rise  again,  the  latest  figure  for 
April  showing  a  year-on-year  rise  of 
6i  per  cent.  ■ 


More  Business  News  overleaf 


....  take  advantage  of  our  facilities  and 
resources  to  manufacture  and  pack  liquid  products 
to  your  specifications. 

Using  the  very  latest  machinery  we  are  in  a 
strong  position  to  manufacture  medicinal 
liquids,  creams  and  pastes  and  pack  them  in  a 


wide  range  of  containers. 

If  you  are  launching  a  new  liquid  product 
or  if  you  are  looking  for  a  reliable  contract 
manufacturer  for  an  existing  one,  why  not  take 
advantage  of  our  liquid  assets  by  'phoning  our 
contract  division. 

English  Grains  Limited, 
Park  Road,  Overseal, 
Burton-on-Trent,  DEI 2  6BR. 
Telephone:  (0283)  221616.  Telex:  341345 


English  Gruns 

The  name  speaks  volumes. 
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Tories  bow  to 
protest  over 
start-up  plan 


Some  of  the  restrictions  attaching  to 
the  tax  reliefs  which  form  the  basis 
of  the  new  business  start-up  scheme 
announced  in  the  Budget  have  been 
eased  by  the  Government. 

Bowing  to  protest  from  small 
businesses  and  the  accountancy 
profession,  Treasury  Ministers  have 
ta'b'Ied  a  series  of  amendments  to  the 
Finance  Bill  to  meet  a  number  of  their 
criticisms. 

The  basic  component  of  the  scheme 
remains  unchanged  with  investors  in 
newly  started  companies  being  allowed 
to  offset  £10,000  against  their  taxable 
income  in  the  same  way  as  owner- 
occupiers  are  a'ble  to  secure  relief  on 
their  mortgage  interest  payments 
(C&D,  May  9  p917). 

But  as  a  result  of  the  changes  tax 
relief  will  now  be  available  for 
investors  in  a  company  during  the  first 
five  years  of  its  life,  instead  of  three, 

Unichem  benefit 
'more  committed9 

Speaking  of  the  additional  Prosper 
annual  profit  share  on  relevant 
purchases,  Unichem  chairman,  Norman 
Sampson,  said  at  their  annual  meeting, 
last  week,  that  this  element  of  profit 
share  would  receive  priority  in  deciding 
future  allocations  of  excess  profits — 
"thus  benefiting  the  more  committed 
members  of  Unichem".  From  March  1 
the  additional  profit  share  has  been 
increased  to  1.5  per  cent. 

Dealing  with  questions  from  the 
floor,  Mr  Sampson  reiterated  the 
opinion  that,  legally,  profit  share  paid 
to  members  was  not  a  discount  and 
should  not  be  treated  as  such  by  the 
DHSS.  This  was  a  matter  which  was 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  lawyers. 

Unichem  recently  reported  a  huge 
leap  in  profits  to  £13.6  million  and 
record  sales  of  £168m  {C&D,  May  23, 
pi 006).  ■ 


Twhmr  training 


Tudor  Photographic  are  supplementing 
their  existing  training  courses  with  a 
new  training  package.  The  scheme  is 
designed  to  teach  sales  staff  general 
counter  skills,  to  give  them  more 
insight  into  dealing  with  customers 
and  demonstrate  a  more  effective 
approach  to  merchandising 


and  on  up  to  50  per  cent  of  its 
equity  instead  of  30  per  cent. 

Tax  relief  will  be  available  when  a 
brother  or  sister  is  the  investor,  and  the 
rules  allowing  the  Inland  Revenue  to 
withdraw  the  relief  when  the  conditions 
under  which  it  was  originally  granted 
are  no  longer  satisfied  are  also  being 
relaxed. 

The  period  during  which  the 
Revenue  can  revoke  earlier  tax  relief 
through  clawback  provisions  will  now 
be  reduced  from  five  to  three  years. 
Interest  on  the  tax  due  will  only  be 
charged  from  the  withdrawal  of  the 
relief. 

However,  restrictions  on  eligibility 
for  the  scheme  have  not  been  eased  and 
all  dealers  in  goods — wholesalers, 
retailers  etc — are  excluded  from  the 
arrangements. 

In  another  concession  to  the  small 
businesses  lobby  Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  the 
Chancellor,  dropped  from  the  Bill  the 
clause  designed  to  curb  tax  avoidance 
and  evasion  by  workers  who  obtain 
employment  through  agencies.  The 
Government  is  to  have  further 
consultations  on  the  issue — the 
Revenue's  main  objective  is  the  '"one 
man  agency"  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
escaping  tax  liability — and  fresh 
proposals  are  expected  to  be  included 
in  next  year's  Finance  Bill.  ■ 


photographic  goods  and  services.  The 
package  will  either  be  presented  at 
companies'  own  training  facilities  or 
at  Tudor's  training  centre. 

Tudorcolour  film  is  five  years  old 
this  month  and  to  celebrate  its  "fifth 
year  of  success"  the  company  is  holding 
a  number  of  parties  throughout  the 
country  for  dealers  and  distributors. 
Tudor  say  their  film  is  now  emerging 
as  the  number  one  challenger  to  the 
market  leader.  ■ 

Roussel  Laboratories  clinical  trial 
supplies  unit  has  purchased  a  Unit  Pak 
machine  from  Elton  Sales  to  \provide  a 
pre-printed  unit  dose  pack  for  test 
purposes.  The  machine  packs  drugs  into 
hermetically  sealed  foil /film  or  foil/ foil 
sachets  which  >are  almost  simultaneously 
printed  with  la  code  mark  and  other 
control  details 


Upjohn  promise  to 
increase  research 


Increased  capital  research  and  spending 
has  been  promised  by  Upjohn  Co's 
president,  William  Hubbard,  at  their 
annual  meeting  held  in  the  US 
recently.  Capital  spending  rose  in  1980 
to  $110  million  against  $77.5m  in  1979. 
Projects  for  1981  include  expanded 
laboratories  for  pharmaceutical 
research,  both  in  the  US  and  England. 

Research  expenditure  for  1980  went 
up  to  $147m  from  $129m  in  the 
previous  year  and  the  health  care 
division  is  said  to  have  performed 
strongly.  During  the  next  12  months, 
the  company  expects  to  introduce 
"several  new  products".  ■ 


Metal  Box  suffer 


Metal  Box's  pre-tax  profits  have 
dropped  over  £33  million  to  £29. lm 
on  sales  down  some  £44m  at  £1076.1m 
for  the  year  ended  March  31.  Almost 
all  areas  of  business  have  been  affected. 

Throughout  last  year  the  company 
extensively  reviewed  its  operation 
and  a  total  of  £21m  was  spent  on 
redundancy  and  reorganisation  costs 
and  further  redundancies  are  expected 
this  year  as  the  streamlining  continues. 

Chairman  D.  I.  Allport,  says  there 
are  tentative  signs  that  business  may  be 
recovering.  ■ 


APPOINTMENTS 


■  Fujimex  Ltd:  Mr  Alan  Comer  has 
taken  over  responsibility  for  sales  in 
the  South  West  area. 

■  Ellis  &  Everard  Ltd:  Mr  David  C. 
Walsh,  group  managing  director,  will 
take  over  as  divisional  managing 
director  of  the  group's  fine  chemicals 
division  on  the  retirement  of 

Mr  Douglas  F.  Anstead  at  the  end  of 
August. 

■  Unichem:  Mr  Peter  Turton,  whose 
pharmacy  is  an  Torrington,  North 
Devon,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
West  Country  regional  committee. 
Mr  Turton,  who  qualified  in  1958, 
has  been  a  proprietor  pharmacist  for 
20  years.  His  first  business  was  in 
Warrington,  Cheshire. 

■  Rock  ware  Group  Ltd:   Mr  David 
G.  Bailey  is  relinquishing  his  position 
as  group  managing  director  and  will 
be  resigning  from  the  board  and 
leaving  the  company  at  the  end  of 
April.  Mr  John  H.  Craigie,  group 
chairman,  will  re-assume  the 
responsibilities  of  chief  executive. 


US  SO 


Chemist  &  Druggist   13'  June  1981 


MARKET  NEWS         coming  events 


Prices  soar  as 
sterling  plunges 

London,  June  9:  Although  sterling 
has  been  gradually  weakening  against 
the  US  dollar  over  the  past  few  weeks 
and  was  expected  to  continue  to  do 
so  until  a  new  equilibrium  was 
established,  few  expected  the  dramatic 
fall  which  took  place  at  the  end  of 
last  week.  The  markets  were  thrown 
into  disarray  as  many  commodities 
were  marked  up  entirely  due  to 
currency  reasons. 

Many  of  the  new  prices  of  crude 
drugs  and  essential  oils  given  below 
must  be  regarded  as  nominal  values 
since  it  is  unlikely  that  much  trading 
has  taken  place  so  far  at  these  levels. 
Among  essential  oils  patchouli  was 
the  only  one  to  be  reduced  in  price. 

Some  pharmaceutical  chemicals 
were  also  affected  although  not  so 
badly  as  crude  drugs  and  oils. 
Dearer  among  chemicals  were  borax, 
boric  acid,  bismuth  salts,  acetarsol, 
glucose  monohydrate  and  a  few 
sulphonamide  derivatives. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetarsol:  £21.16  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

I Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 
50-kg  250-kg 
salicylate                        10.92  — 
subcarbonate                      8.10  7.96 
subnitrate  6.15  6.04 

Borax:  EP  grade,  2-5  ton  lots  per  metric  ton  in 
paper  bags,  delivered — granular  £313,  powder  £341, 
extra  fine  powder  £357. 

Boric  acid:  EP  grade  per  metric  ton  in  2-5  ton 
lots — granular  £473;  powder  £504. 
Cocaine:  Alkaloid  £721  kg;  hydrochloride  £666. 
Glycerin:  In  250-kg  returnable  drums  £760  metric 
ton  in  5-ton  lots;  £785  in  3-ton  lots. 
Glucose:  (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots) — mono- 
hydrate  £315;  anhydrous  £550;  liquid  43°  Baume 
£334  (5-ton  lots);  naked  18-tons  £260. 
Mersalyl:  Acid  £66.75  kg  in  24-kg  lots. 
Pethidine  hydrochloride:  10-kg  lots  £54.72  kg. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £6.20  kg. 
Stilboestrol:  BP  in  25-kg  lots,  £176  kg. 
Succinylsulphathiazole:  £9  20  kg  in  50-kg  lots; 
imported  £7.80  (250-kg). 


Sulphamethizole:  £12.85  kg  in  250-kg  lots. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  BP  Vet  £12.62  kg;  sodium  salt 
£16.03  with  grade  A  at  £13.16  all  in  500-kg  lots. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £1,450  metric  ton  spot;  £1,440,  cif. 
Curacao  unquoted. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  Dearer  at  £12.50  on  the 
spot  shipment  £12.30,  cif.  Copaiba:  unquoted. 
Peru:  £10.50  spot;  £10.30,  cif.  Tolu:  £6  spot. 
Benzoin:  £191  cwt,  cif. 

Camphor:  Natural  powder  £9.80  kg  spot;  £9.50, 
cif.  Synthetic  96%  £1.25  spot;  £1.18,  cif. 
Cascara:  £1,400  metric  ton  spot;  £1,380,  cif 
Liquorice:  Root,  no  spot;  £600  metric  ton, 
cif.  Block  juice  £1,400  metric  ton  spot 
Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £5.50  spot  £6.00,  cif. 
Chinese  £5.70  spot  and  cit. 

Essential  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  1-ton  lots  £1.50  kg  duty  paid 
Anise:  (kg)  Spot  £13;  shipment  £12.50  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  £8  kg  spot;  shipment  unquoted. 
Bay:  West  Indian  £10  kg  spot;  £9.90,  cif. 
Bergamot:  From  £35  to  £40  kg  spot. 
Buchu:  South  African  £115  per  kg  spot;  English — 
distilled  £170. 

Cade:  Spanish  £1.70  kg  spot. 

Canvphor:  White  £1.0  kg  spot;  £0.95,  cif. 

Cananga:  Indonesia  £15.40  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Cardamom:  English-distilled  £185  kg.  £165  Indian 

£60-£120. 

Cassia:  Chinese  £55  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  No  spot;  £1.42  kg,  cif 

Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £2.65  kg  spot;  £2.45,  cif; 

bark:  English-distilled,  £155. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £3.40  kg  spot;  £3.36,  cif 

Chinese  £3.62  spot;  £3.55,  cif. 

Clove:  Indonesian  leaf  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.68,  cif. 

English  distilled  bud  £45. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.25  kg  spot;  £2.22,  cif; 

Portuguese  £1.80,  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £8  kg  spot. 

Ginger:  Chinese  £21.50  kg  spot  nominal;  £20.10,  cif. 

English-distilled  (ex  W.  African  root)  £70;  ex 

Indian  £40. 

Geranium:  Bourbon  £42  kg  spot;  £40  cif. 

Lavender  spike:  £13  kg. 

Lemongrass:  Cochin  £4.50  spot;  £4.20,  cif. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  from  £23-£25  kg  in  drum 

lots. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £15  kg  spot. 
Mandarin:  £27  kg  spot. 

Nutmeg:  East  Indian  £7.85  kg  spot;  £7.75  cilf. 
English  distilled  £15. 

Olive:  Spanish  £1,460  per  metric  ton  in  200-kg 
drums  ex-wharf;  Mediterranean  origin  £1,380. 
Drawback  £283  ton  on  Spanish  after  packing 
in  containers  of  5  litres  or  less. 
Orange:  Florida  spot  £0.90  kg;  £0.80,  cif;  Brazil 
£0.45  kg  ex-store. 

Origanum:  Spanish  70  per  cent  £17  kg. 
Pennyroyal:  From  £7.85  per  kg  spot. 
Pepper:  English-di rilled  ex  black  £120  kg. 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.80  spot; 
£5.75  cif,  Chinese  £3.40  spot  and  cif.  American 
piperata  £10. 

Petitgrain:  Paraguay  £8.90  kg  spot;  £8.75  cif. 
Patchouli:  Indonesia  £15.50  kg  spot;  £15,  cif. 
Rosemary:  Moroccan  £6.80  kg  spot;  Spanish  £7.50 
Sandalwood  Spot  Mysore  £54.50  kg;  East  Indian 
£48. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


The  mayor  of  Torbay,  Sir  Frederick 
Bennett  MP,  Is  to  speak  on  "The 
importance  of  the  independent 
pharmacist"  at  a  seminar  organised  by 
Unichem's  West  country  regional 
committee  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Torquay,  from  October  23-25. 

The  topics  covered  include 
merchandising  and  selling,  shop  fitting 
and  design,  new  drugs,  diabetics  and 
counter  prescribing.  The  seminar 
coincides  with  an  antiques  fair  at  the 
same  hotel  involving  Arthur  Negus. 

There  are  eighty  places  and  the 
"first  class"  accommodation  has  been 
booked  through  Unichem's  Touriste 
travel  agency,  and  is  at  half  price. 

Delegates  can  suggest  additional 
subjects  for  discussion  at  the  seminar 
on  the  booking  form,  available  from 
Mrs  Lita  Shurley,  Unichem  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey.  ■ 

Tuesday,  June  16 

Bromley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Coach 
outing  to  Lamberhurst  vineyard. 

Thursday,  June  18 

Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 

Society.  Royal  Military  School  of  Music, 
Kneller  hall.  Gala  evening  and  fireworks. 
Weald  of  Kent  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Post  Graduate  Centre,  Mount  Ephraim,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  at  8pm.  Dr  Graham  A.  Hopkins  on 
"Contact  lenses  and  lens  solutions". 

Friday,  June  19 

Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Car  treasure  hunt. 

Advance  information 

Welsh  Committee  for  Postgraduate  Pharmaceutical 
Education,  Outpatient  Hall,  Singleton  Hospital, 
Swansea  on  June  28  'at  10.30am.  A  study  day 
on  fertility  control.  Application  forms  from 
Dr  D.  J.  Bailey,  the  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy, 
UWIST,  King  Edward  VII  Avenue,  Cardiff 
CF1  3NU. 

Vestric  Ltd,  Head  office,  West  Lane,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire  and  Nutford  house.  University  of 
London,  Brown  Street,  London  Wl.  June  29- 
July  3  and  July  7  respectively,  at  9.30  am  onwards. 
Demonstration  of  Vestric's  new  hospital 
pharmacy  dispensary  computer  system. 

Society  for  Drug  Research.  Chelsea  College. 
July  15.  Symposium  on  "Recent  advances  in 
veterinary  medicine".  Details  from  the  Secretariat, 
c/o  Institiue  of  Biology,  41  Queen's  Gate, 
London  SW7  5HU. 


As  part  of  our  comprehensive  manufacturing 
services  for  tablets,  powders,  liquids  and  pastes,  is 
a  highly  efficient  contract  packing  facility 

We  can  offer  this  service  at  extremely 
competitive  rates  for  any  type  of  bulk  product. 
English  Grains  modern  equipment  includes:  high 


speed  tablet  counters,  strip  and  blister  packing 
machines,  liquid  filling  lines,  film  wrapping  and 
shrink  wrapping  machines. 

Talk  to  our  contract  division  and  wrap  up  the 
whole  deal  to  your  complete  satisfaction. 

English  Grains  Limited, 
Park  Road,  Overseal, 
Burton-onTrent,  DE12  6BR. 
Telephone:  (0283)  221616.  Telex:  341345 


English  Grmns 

The  name  speaks  volumes. 
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CLASSIFIED 


Post  to  Classified 
Advertisements,  Chemist  & 
Druggist,  25  New  Street 
Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 

Ring  John  Magee  or  Mark 
Jonas  for  further 
information  on  extension 
198. 


Publication  date  Every 
Saturday 

Headings  All  advertisements 
appear  under  appropriate 
headings. 

Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 


Display/Semi  Display  £7.50 
per  single  column  centimetre, 
min  25mm.  Column  width 
42mm. 

Whole  Page  £650.00 
(265mmx  180mm). 
Half  Page  £350.00 
(135mmx  180mm). 
Quarter  Page  £180.00 
(135mmx88mm). 


Lineage  minimum  charge 
£20.00  for  30  words,  75p  per 
word  extra. 

Box  Numbers  £2.00  extra. 
Series  Discounts 

5%  on  3  insertions  or  over. 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over. 
15%  on  13  insertions  or  over 


Business  for  sale 


Situations  vacant 


XI  —  CHESHIRE/LANCA- 
SHIRE BORDER  —  This  high 
street  Pharmacy  offers  considerable 
scope  for  improvement  by  an  ener- 
getic owner.  Scripts  average  1,500 
per  month.  Turnover  over  £80,000 
per  annum.  Freehold  property  for 
sale  at  £17,000.  Goodwill  and  fix- 
tures £3,500.  Stock  at  valuation 
approximately  £12,500.  The  pre- 
sent owner  is  retiring. 
X2  —  SOUTH  MANCHESTER  — 
Pleasant  residential  area.  Scripts 
1,300  per  month,  turnover  to  30th 
August  1980  £63,625.  Lock-up 
premises  on  rent  at  £1,660  per 
annum.  Goodwill  and  fixtures 
£2,000  plus  stock  at  valuation 
approximately  £9,000. 
X3  —  NORTH  WEST  LANCA- 
SHIRE —  Large  excellently  mod- 
ernised and  fitted-out  property 
close  to  town  centre.  Turnover  to 
April  30th,  1981,  £116,000.  Scripts 
average  2,000  per  month.  Good 
future  potential.  Freehold  property 
£27,500.  Goodwill,  fixtures  and  fit- 
tings £12,000.  S.A.V.  approx. 
£20,000. 

X4  —  CENTRAL  LANCASHIRE 
—  Main  road  Pharmacy  close  to  the 
centre  of  a  character  full  town,  dis- 
pensing approximately  1,600  scripts 
per  month.  Turnover  to  31st  May 
1980  £68,798.  Freehold  property 
for  sale  at  £12,000  although  a  lease 
would  be  considered.  Stock  at  val- 
uation approximately  £10,000. 
Offers  invited  for  goodwill  and  fix- 
tures. 

X5  —  LEEDS  —  This  easily  run 
lock-up  shop  on  rent  at  £2,000  per 


annum  stands  in  a  busy  shopping 
area  close  to  the  centre  of  Leeds, 
turnover  to  30  September  1980  was 
£78,652  showing  good  profit. 
Scripts  average  1,100  per  month, 
goodwill,  fixtures  and  fittings 
£6,000  plus  stock  at  valuation. 
X6  —  NORTH  WALES 
COASTAL  AREA  —  This  free- 
hold property  with  excellent 
3-bedroom  living  accommodation  is 
situated  sufficiently  far  enough  out- 
side of  this  major  holiday  resort  not 
to  be  affected  by  seasonal  trade. 
This  building  is  small  and  easily  run 
thus  providing  an  ideal  setting  for 
enjoying  outside  activities.  The 
property  has  a  large  garden  and 
there  are  excellent  views  of  Snow- 
donia  and  surrounding  countryside. 
Property  £37,000,  stock  at  valu- 
ation approx.  £10,000,  goodwill 
and  fixtures  £2,000. 
X7  —  NORTH  EAST  COAST  — 
This  privately  owned  pharmacy  on  a 
council  estate  is  highly  profitable 
and  requires  little  capital  outlay. 
The  residential  accommodation  is 
to  be  retained  by  the  owner.  Busi- 
ness premises  and  fixtures  on  lease 
at  £950  per  annum  plus  stock  at 
valuation  approx  £8,000.  Turnover 
to  31st  March  1981  £68,000.  High 
value  scripts  average  1,100  per 
month. 

X8  —  BIRKENHEAD  —  This  old 
established  pharmacy  turnover  is 
currently  running  at  £120,000  plus 
per  annum  based  on  2,100  scripts 
per  month.  Property  available  for 
sale  at  £8,500,  goodwill,  fixtures 
and  fittings  £20,000  plus  stock  at 
valuation  £18,000. 


V  Ernest  J/George 

J5  &co  • 

GARDALE  HOUSE.  122  GATLEY  ROAD.  GATLEY,  CHEADLE. 
^  CHESHIRE  SK8  4AT  Tel:  061-428  6718/9 


■MB 


FOR  SALE 

Small  wholesale  manufacturing  company 
Toilet  preparations  and  pet  products 
Leasehold 
Weil  equipped  with  steam  plant 
West  Kent 
£22,500  o.n.o. 
(owner  retiring) 
Telephone: 
Sevenoaks  56145 
10am  to  4pm 


NEW  ZEALAND 

EXPERIENCED 
TABLET  MAKER 

Healtheries  of  New  Zealand  Limited  wish  to  employ  an 
experienced  Tablet  Maker  to  take  up  a  senior  position  in 
the  manufacture  of  vitamin  and  mineral  products. 
Applicants  should  have  at  least  5  years'  experience  cover- 
ing all  aspects  of  granulation,  compression  and  preferably 
coating,  as  well  as  a  proven  ability  in  staff  training  and 
direction. 

The  Company  is  rapidly  expanding  with  new  premises 
being  completed  in  early  1982.  The  Salary  Package  is 
negotiable  and  there  are  excellent  prospects  for  advance- 
ment for  a  capable  experienced  person. 
Applications  (immediately  by  airmail)  should  be  made 
to:  Mr  A  E  Macartney,  Managing  Director,  Healtheries 
of  New  Zealand  Limited,  PO  Box  11-201,  Ellerslie, 
Auckland  5,  N.Z.,  with  duplicate  applications  to 
"Macartney"  ref  Imm  2/419,  c/o  Chief  Migration 
Officer,  New  Zealand  High  Commission,  New  Zealand 
House,  London  SW1Y  4TQ. 


JAFFE   CHEMISTS  WEST-END 

require  a  full-time  assistant  to  help 
manager  in  dispensing  export  and 
import.  Varied,  interesting  and  well  paid 
position,  giving  satisfaction.  For  further 
details  phone  Mr  Weiner  on  01-636 
5194. 


Trade 
services 


ff 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Limited 

CLECKHEATON.  WEST  YORKSHIRE  BD193BZ 
TELEPHONE:  -    CLECKHEATON  (0274)  876776. 


DISPENSARY  LABELS 


Trade  services 


KEEP  OUT  OF  REACH  OF  CHILDREN 


SIMPLY  FIRST  CLASS  SERVICE! 

simpost     P.O.  Box  2,  Dalkeith 
W     Midlothian  EH22  4DA 

Telephone:  031-660  1874 


FAST 

Your  labels  will  be  despatched  within  TWO 
WORKING  WEEKS  from  receipt  of  order. 
Please  telephone  our  Chemist  Label  Desk 
today  for  Brochure. 


L  ALEH AM  -  packers  and  a 
lot  more  besides  i 


Pharmaceutical  and  health  food  tablet  and  liquid  filling 
Strip  and -Blister  packing.  Collation  and  assembly. 
D.H.S.S.  assembly  licence.  Send  for  brochure  to: 
Laleham  Packers  Ltd.,  Newman  Lane,  Alton,  Hants. 
GU34  2QR  Tel  (0420)  82644.   
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Shopfittings 


Stock  for  sale 


((frllxLlNE 


SHOPFITTINGS  AND  COMPLETE  INSTALLATIONS 


DESIGNED  WITH  THE  MODERN 
PHARMACY  IN  MIND 

★  Free  Planning  Service 

★  Credit  Terms 

★  Shop  Fronts  and  Interiors 

CAMBRAVALE  LIMITED 

8  Commerce  Way,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordshire 

Telephone  (0525)  381356  tcw 


Magnum 

Shopfittings 


A  New  Generation  of  Pharmaceutical  Shop- 
lifting Equipment-flexible,  easy  to  install, 
superb  colour  combinations  and  com- 
petitively] priced.  Write  or  phone:  Magnum 
Opus  Ltd;  The  Mailings,  Southminster, 
Essex.  Tel:  (0621)  772248. 


DISPENSARY 
and  PHARMACY 

Specialists 


Complete  service.  N.P.A.  and 

NUMARK  approved. 

f  plan  UNIT  SHOPFITTINGS 

Eustace  International 
E  Plan  Estate,  New  Road 
Newhaven,  Sussex  BN9  OAE 
Telephone:  07912-7711 

(TCW) 


a  pan 

shopfitting  limited 

alplan  house,  cavalier  road, 
heathf  ield,  newton  abbot,  devon. 
tql2  6tg      tel.  0626  832059. 
from  counters  to  total  contracts 
alplan  s  national  coverage  for 

pharmacies 


Umdnsch 


COMPLETE 
SHOPFITTERS 

PLUS      Shopfittings  of  quality. 

A  complete  professional  Design 
&  Contract  service. 

DRENMEAD  LTD., 

Britannia  Estate, 
Leagrave  Road, 
Luton,  Beds.  LU3  1RJ. 
Tel:  (0582)  421851. 

N.P.A.  approved  shopfitters. 


BOX  NUMBERS 

When  replying  to  Box  Number 
Advertisements  all  correspondence 
should  be  addressed  as  follows: 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

Box  No  25  New  St  roe  t  Square 

London  EC4A  3JA 


"Everything  you  need 
to  know  about 
Pharmaceutical  Shopfitting" 


Write  or  telephone  for  your 
FREE  Pharmacy  Information 
Pack,  sent  by  return  of  post. 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Rd., 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA11  9BE 
Telephone  (0474)  60671 


ine  i 

Grot*) 
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SHOWRAX 


Stock  wanted 


WANTED 

Surplus  stock,  discontinued/clearing  lines 
in  toiletries,  cosmetics,  perfumery,  sundries 
etc.  Cash  payment  and  immediate  deci- 

sions-  Contact: 

KEMISTORES  (Wholesale), 
166,  Hammersmith  Road, 
London,  W.6. 
Tel:  01-746  4902. 
Telex:  6951749  Pipes  G. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact  Robin 
Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands  Park 
Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Telephone: 
Ashtead  72319.  Buyer  collects.  (TC.w, 


WE  PURCHASE 
SHOP  STOCKS  AND 
MANUFACTURERS  SURPLUS 

Please  telephone  or  write: 

LAWRENCE  EDWARDS 
AND  CO.  LTD., 
Wellington  Close, 
London  W11  2  AN. 
Tel:  01-727  3137-8  (17/1F) 


WANTED 

DISCONTINUED 

Soiled,  damaged  or  surplus  stock,  any 
quantity,  immediate  decisions  and 
payment,  will  collect.  B.  and  S. 

Wholesale  and   Retail  Supplies, 
Westminster  House,  188-190  Stratford 
Road,  Shirley,  Near  Solihull,  West  Mid- 
lands. Telephone  021-745  4131. 

TCF 


Methanol 


Also  to  AR  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


'AFRO'  PRODUCTS 

Probably  the  largest  range  of  English,  American  and  Caribbean  Afro'  products  in  th'- 
country.  We  offer  a  unique  service  to  the  retailer;  a  fast  delivery  service  in  all  popula 
brands  of  hair  and  skin  cosmetics. 

T.C.B.  Johnson's,  Palmer's,  Dax,  Dark  and  lovely,  etc.,  etc. 

Please  phone  Cliff  Trowse: 

ZEBBRA  WHOLESALERS, 
127  Stoke  Newington  High  St., 
London  N 16. 

Phone  01  -24  9  31 61 ,  01  -254  8784 


EXPORT/IMPORT 

British  and  Continental  Pharmaceutical  and  Veterinary 
medicines.  Available  for  AFRICA,  MIDDLE  EAST  and 
developing  countries. 

IF  YOU  ARE  BUYING  OR  SELLING  we  would  like  to  make 
contact  with  you. 

Telex  us  on:  8813246  WEMSEC'G 
Attn:  Mr  BRIAN 


Developing  &  Printing 

36  Self  Service  D&P  Cabinets  for  sale.  18"  x  30"  x  5"  high. 
Cost  £1 50  each.  For  sale  £20  each— £500  for  the  lot. 

Phone  Mrs.  Wrist  on  01-684  7000 


Miscellaneous  for  sale 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 
8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:   "Salvall",  London 

E.C.1.  (TCW) 


ROYAL  WEDDING 

POLYTHENE  CARRIER  BAGS 
Price  lists  available 

SWAINS 
PACKAGING  LTD. 

POLYTHENE  BAG  MANUFACTURERS 
Brook  Rd.,  Buckhurst  HIM,  Essex  IG9  5TU 
Tel.  01-504  9151 


COSMETICS  AND 
PERFUMES 

A  large  range  branded  and  non- 
branded 

Wholesale  only 
SHURE  ENTERPRISES 
227  Shoreditch  High 
Street,  El  6PJ 

Tel:  01-247  3122 


"FASHION  JEWELLERY" 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd., 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1 EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive  range 
of  direct  and  imported  continental 
jewellery.  (TCP) 
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Invitations 


Agents 


Telephones  021-559  9367 

ANGELA  CLARKE  OF 
THREE  PEARS  COSMETICS 

requests  the  pleasure  of  your  company 

at  a 

CHRISTMAS  TRADE  SHOW  AND 
CHAMPAGNE  RECEPTION 

To  be  held  at:  The  Europa  Lodge  Hotel 
Birmingham  Road 
West  Bromwich 
West  Midlands 
(Exit  1/M5) 

on  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  July  consecutively 
from  6  pm  until  10  pm 


ATTENTION  ALL 
ADVERTISERS 


WE  ARE  MOVING! 


With  effect  from  the  issue  dated 

JUNE  27,  1981 
CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST'S 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENT 

DEPARTMENT 

will  be  based  at  new  offices  in 
Tonbridge,  Kent 

Our  postal  address  will  he: 

Benn  Publications  Limited 
C&D  Classified  Advertisement  Dept 
Sovereign  Way 

Tonbridge 
Kent  TN9  1RW 
phone  Tcnbridg*  (0732}  364422 
Telex  95132 


SURGICAL 
HOSIERY 

We  are  looking  for  agents  to  actively  sell  our 
complete  range  of  surgical  hosiery  to  chem- 
ist outlets  in  the  following  counties: 


—  1  — 

Northumberland 
Cumbria 
Durham 
Cleveland 
Tyne  &  Wear 


—  2  — 

Salop 
West  Midlands 
Warwickshire 
Hereford 
Worcester 


—  3  — 

Staffordshire 
Derbyshire 
Nottingham 
Lincolnshire 
Leicestershire 


Oxfordshire  Northamptonshire 
Buckinghamshire 


For  details  contact: 


WASTONET 
PRODUCTS  LTD 
Carnbrea,  Pool 
Redruth 
Cornwall 
Telephone: 

714141 


Representative  or  Agent 

required  for  Chemist's  Sundries  House.  South  London  etc 
area.  Full  or  part  time. 

Apply  to:  BOX  C&D  2787 


WANTED 

Wholesaler,  preferably  with  national 
network,  to  launch  distribution  of  lead- 
ing Spanish  toiletry  products  already 
known  in  the  UK,  France  and  Scan- 
dinavia. Exclusive  rights  negotiable. 
Write  PO  Box  249  Gibraltar 


For  £22.50  this  space  could 
be  yours 

For  details  of  advertising 
ring: 

SIMON  WALSH 

on  01-353  3212 
Ext  196 


Equipment  for  sale 


The  new  Cadet  strip  package  system 

the  simple  economic  route  to  strip  packaging  for  hospitals 
and  industry — available  now. 

For  more  details  write  to 
Kirby  Lester  Electronics  Ltd 
Ellen  Street,  Osborne  Industrial  Est 
Oldham,  Lanes  OL9  6QQ 
or  telephone  061-620  1421  contact  Mrs.  M.  Charles 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Friary-Clark  Ltd,  Enfield,  Middlesex.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  31/21/16s 


There's  a  good  profit  for  you  with 


ANTI  SMOKING  CAPSULES 

-  the  well-tried  anti-smoking  aid  that  comes  in  a 
complete  28  day  course  and  does  not  affect  the  sense 
of  taste. 

•  INCREASING  DEMAND 

More  and  more  people  want  to  stop  smoking,  not  only  for 
health  reasons,  but  because  they  know  they  can  put  their 
money  to  better  use. 

•  CONSISTENT  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN 

NICOBREVIN  is  the  most  consistently  advertised  anti- 
smoking  aid  on  the  market. 

•  NEW  DISPLAY  MATERIAL 

New  Window  Wobbler  and  Open/Closed  Sign  available. 
Improved  pack  &  instruction  leaflet. 

SO  DON'T  MISS  OUT  -  make  sure  you  have 
adequate  stocks 

RETAILERS:  Contact  your  wholesaler  NOW. 
WHOLESALERS:  Write  or  'phone  for  details  and  terms  to: 

MILLER  13  GOLDEN  SQUARE  LONDON  W1R  3AG 

Telephone:  01-734  5687 


ORALCER 


SLOW  RELEASE  F         — a  H    m  ma  j^mmm***, 

routs  s  MOUTH  ULCERS 


■ 

NOT  A  GEL  -  NOT  A  PASTILLE  -  BUT  PELLETS 
that  slowly  release  2  Active  ingredients  at  site  of  ulceration 
IviTABlOTICS  LTD.  122  Mount  Pleasant  Alperton  Mddx.  01-903  5541 


L 

HAVE  THE 
.SOLUTION. 


SOLVE  CONTACT  LENS  SOLUTION  PROBLEMS 
FROM  THE  LARGEST  STOCKS  IN  THE  U.K. 

For  quality,  for  reliability,  for  service 

contact  Reggie  Ormes,  M  C  L  Services  Ltd., 
Castleham  Road,  St.  Leonards -on -Sea, 
East  Sussex,  TN38  9NB 
Telephone  Hastings  53381  -7 


RUTHMOL 


the  low  sodium  condiment  National  Press  advertising  campaign  is 
now  in  progress.  Make  sure  you  have  stocks  of  50gm  shakers  and 
popular  250g  refills.  Available  from  most  wholesalers  or  direct 
from: 

Larkhall  Laboratories  (CDL) 
229  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  SW15  2PY 


PLEASE  MENTION 
Chemist  &  Druggist 
WHEN  REPLYING  TO 
ADVERTISERS 


Now  available! 
GARROULDS 
BIG,  NEW 
COLOUR 
CATALOGUE 

with  40  pages  of  career 
wear  and  accessories  to 
choose  from.  Clip  the 
coupon  below  and  post 
today  to  receive  your  copy. 
Garroulds  services  include 
export,  contract,  retail  and 
mail  order  backed  up  by 
our  own  manufacturing 
and  design  capacity. 

E  &  R  Garrould  Ltd, 

104-106  Edgware  Road, 

London  W2  2EA 

Tel:  01-723 1001  or  402  7262 

(only  5  minutes  from  Marble  Arch) 


Name 


I 

J  Address 

I 


I 
I 
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Bottle  feeding  takes  a  tu 
for  the  better. 

At  some  time  or  other  every  mum  has  wished  for  a  method 
of  controlling  the  flow  of  bottle  feeding. 

Now  Griptight  have  developed  a  simple  and  ingenious  way 
of  satisfying  babies  ever  changing  appetites  and  feeding 
requirements. 

It's  done  with  a  special  Variflo  teat.  This  has  an  oval  hole  so 
that  when  the  bottle  is  rotated  through  90°  the  flow  can  be 
regulated. 

And  Griptight's  understanding  of  babies  feeding  doesn't 
stop  there. 

The  range  of  teats  from  Newborn  through  Fref  lo  and 
Variflo  develops  through  all  stages  of  feeding. 

Used  with  hygienic  Freflo  polycarbonate  bottles,  feeding 
becomes  more  satisfying  and  enjoyable. 

We're  getting  the  message  over  to  more  mums  than  ever 
before  with  full  pages  in  all  the  mother  and  baby  magazines. 

So  stock  early,  your  sales  are  bound  to  take  a  turn  for  the 
better  too.  ,c=7\^* 

_SEl 

by  Griptight.  fre 
Little  things  mean  a  lot. 

Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Ltd.,  144  Oakfield  Road,  Birmingham  B29  7EE.  Tel:  021  -472  4211. 


